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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 
PRISONERS 

We received many questions of people in prison 
who want to read the CLASH. Until now we 
could sent the papers. Soon our financial ca¬ 
pacities will be exhausted. We are glad about 
every letter and question from prisoners and 
about new adresses and would like* go on: but 
we just can't manage it anymore. 

It would be possible to subsidize the prisoner's 
subscriptions by making the CIA.SH even more 
expensive. But who has enough money to af¬ 
ford the newspaper anymore. So shit, it doesn't 
work neither. 

Therefore our appeal to you: 

Enable the prisoner's participation at the 
political discussion!!! 

Take care to bring this newspaper into 
jail!! 

Overtake subscriptions for prisoners!: 

Prisoner's subscription means: You send us 6 
pounds/26 guilders/20 dollar and in return we 
send 4 editions to a prisoner, we pay the 
stamps. But without your support, we really 
don't know, how to continue. 


- CAUTION - 


PROTECTED PRIVATE PPOPERTY ! 

This newspaper remains the property of the sender unless and/or until it has been personally and 
materially accepted by the orisoner to whom it is addressed. In the event that the prisoner is denied 
direct personal access to this newspaper, it must be returned to the sender with notice of the reason(s) 
for failling to deliver it to the addressee. 




























In this edition there are many, partly quite 
long discussion-articles and only some reports. 
First these texts are very interesting and we 
hope, that a furthergoing discussion wiU start. 
On the other hand we got a few real short re¬ 
ports on current affairs but not printable. For 
example what should we do with copied pages 
from Berlin without remarks? To inform us or 
for publishing? We put it aside because we 
didn't know the background. 

But not only because of this: Please don't for¬ 
get: We are an international newspaper pub¬ 
lished in german and english and made by not 
only german-speaking persons. So send your 
stuff, especially that, which is to be published, 
bilingual (if possible already layouted too). 
Otherwise we can't sometimes neither discuss 
nor print even important and interesting arti¬ 
cles. We just haven't the capacity to translate 
everything. 

We got the appeal to all antifascists from Kiel 
long time ago. Is it still up to date and what 
developed further? Dear comrades, please keep 
us informed and write what happened with 
your attempt of coordination. 


All in all now the appeal: Write us to: 

SLAGERZICHT 
OVERTOOM 274 
1054 BJ AMSTERDAM 
NETHERLANDS 

But please send your letterAext in an 
envelope addressed to CLASH, and than 
put that envelope inside another one 
adressed to SLAGERZICHT. 

And tell us, what we shall do with it and 
perhaps a bit more?! 

Please send your articles until the 28th of 
December 1991, because this is the 

DEADLINE. 

We don't want to persuade to answer every 
letter because at the moment, we are really not 
able to do it. Anyway we try to answer the 
post from prisoners first, but also this we 
didn't manage this time. Greetings to all of 
you!!! And thanks for every letter. 


We received some bulletins of Devrimci Sol. 
We were glad about them and read them full 
of interested. Would be great, if we could get 
once an article of the comrades of Devrimci 
Sol or other revolutionary groups out of 
Turkey or Kurdistan. We can't and don't want 
to put something together out of this single 
news. 


Beside, we need urgently money! Please look, 
if you don't have possibilities, e.g. to make a 
solidarity-party or something like that ... And 
don't forget the subscriptions for the prisoners! 
If you can't do anything of that all or don't 
want to, please pay at least your outstanding 
accounts. Probably this would help us out of 
the biggest difficulties. 


About the international Squatter-Day we only 
got a list of actions in Germany. We looked 
for reports about the actions in other countries, 
but we didn't manage to compile it in a way, 
that we would have been contented: 






Whait liappfjxieid - 'What happejiis - 'What we want 


Of course you asked yourself, why you didn't 
hear anything of us and no new issue was 
published. Really not a great thing, especially 
for those people who had sent articles and 
partially had a lot of work with them. We are 
sorry, but after having made this newspaper 
more than a year, we couldn't go on in that 
way - and didn't want it too. So we took some 
time to think through the objects once aiming 
at and if they are still correct; what we 
achieved and how we want to continue. An 
intensive discussion and the newspaper-pro¬ 
duction at the same time wasn't possible. So 
we decided to drop one number. 

First we critized, never having had any inde¬ 
pendent and extensive discussion. Certainly we 
had a rough conception partly also in the edi¬ 
torials. But it was only superficial, and ev¬ 
erybody imagined something different. During 
the year of publishing we knew we should 
have to talk about. Actually we never took the 
time to discuss it continously; only by the 
way, at will and casually. Maybe because it 
was also obvious it would be exhausting and 
certainly we would have lots of controversies 
talking more exactly. Even for those who were 
looking for an exact discussion it was difficult 
to demand it. All the time there was the obli¬ 
gations and pressure to publish regulary. In¬ 
stead we often got lost in discussions of single 
articles, without the definite targets. 


After all we acted like the mirror of the 
movement. 

We wanted and still want to change this and 
therefore we plunged us into the discussion of 
the concept. 

Concept means not a 5-years-plan, but to 
clear up fundamentals of our targets and re¬ 
sponsibilities. Just the development of a basis. 
We want to comunicate our theoretical and 
practical attempts exactly. We are not satis¬ 
fied with a general consense. 

The differences between our meanings of par¬ 
ticular statements became clear when we dis¬ 
cussed the connections and consequences of 
different forms of repression. Of course, we 
were unanimous, that patriarchate/racism/capi- 
talism;imperialism are depends on each other 
and must be fight. But such simple statements 
dont't bring the discussion and struggle any 
further. Better we have to consider in which 
way we are all involved in this state of facts 
and how to connect the analysis with our 
practice. That means to find out in which way 
we partizipate and profit as white men and 
woman in the metropolis from that and the 
way to use the knowledge, that we are not in 
a outer space; we must develop adequate posi¬ 
tions. 
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For sure we ought to reflect the intercourse 
with each other and in the movement/scene. 
We want to develop collective structures ex¬ 
cluding all the relations of repression or we 
can work on it. TTiese are often vain preten¬ 
sions, escorted by good—meant declarations. In 
this case criticism and self-criticism is damned 
necessary. Again, we always have to take the 
time and energy for these discussions and don't 
let us be restricted by the obligations of the 
situation. 

That's close connected with the personal de¬ 
velopment in p>olitical works, which is mostly 
all the time neglected inspite of being existen¬ 
tial and central. That's why many people with¬ 
draw. It isn't only their personal problem but 
as well the problem of those, who don't give 
place to the needs and difficulties of these 
people (but often their owns too) or just don't 
notice it. Maybe only nice words once again. 
In our surroundings we often see the difficul¬ 
ties and aren't able to deal with each other in 
a different way. We would like to discuss and 
communicate this kind of difficulties with all 
of you and look out for solutions! We hope, 
there will be more about in the paper. 

Another topic for us is the question of theory 
and the uttered criticism of animosity against 
theory. For us it's especially important, that 
theories remains flexible and don't claim to be 


generally valid. Each revolutionary theory and 
analysis has to proceed its limitation and tell 
its origin and its limits, i.e. it must become 
clear, in which geographic and historical con¬ 
text it has been developed by whom and 
wherefore it shall be valid. Only thus, theory 
can avoid becoming a dogma or an escapism 
and furtheron be able to react on events and 
changings. So: theory as a frame for the esti¬ 
mation and changing of a certain situation. 

To be flexible with theories also means to 
prove our approaches and to be open for us 
and others. Especially in the current deadly 
calm it seems to be existential. Further se- 
f>eration we have to avoid, but to develop a 
perspective to be effective and change some¬ 
thing of long term. 

In this sense our pretension has also changed. 
Originally we thought our task is to bring 
movements and struggles of different countries 
together. Although we still want to pass on 
informations for a better understanding of the 
different struggles, more and more we discov¬ 
ered that this isn't enough. But we also have to 
consider in this times there hardly exist strong 
movements to be linked. So we have to look 
out to report more about attempts of new 
forms of organizations and experiences (e.g. 
youth gangs, work on drugs, work in the dis¬ 
tricts), to take up ideas and discuss much more 
exactly aims and perspectives. This just doesn't 
rnean to publish lists of actions and articles, 
limitated on single events and to join in the 
general chorus of wailing. 
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Right now several approaches are developped 
possibly with new results. We have to be open 
for them and try to break through the insula¬ 
tion in our heads and in the scene. 

Considering there are a lot of fights even out¬ 
side industrial countries with people organ¬ 
izing, developing and determinating their 
struggles in new way. This is a priority in this 
edition (see the interview with Dhoruba and 
Huidobro as well as the article about the 
USA). 

These articles repxsrt as well the coping with 
defeats. The point is to look ahead and to 
adapt the form of struggle and the methods to 
the changed situation and not to settle in de¬ 
feats or in stagnation. 

One more topic is our relationship as west— 
european resistance to the struggles and de¬ 
velopments in other parts of the world. We 
have to work out a specific consciousness re¬ 
ferring to our situation as well to determine 
more exactly our relationship to the move¬ 
ments in other continents. It's about to think 
through the activities we take up here and 
from whom we can overtake some ideas. The 
Freedom-Now- and the 500-years-conquista- 
campaign are now main points, also the 
struggle of the refugees fought in the European 
Community. But we don't want the dump 
overtaking of campaigns and approaches which 
were developed by people and groups on other 
places. 

Beside, we don't want to loose the reference to 
european activities, respectively develop it. We 
are really concerned about the perception, that 
we on one hand work at a european organiza¬ 
tion, on the other hand some attempts of an 
european discussion and united resistance 
hardly can find place in the newspaper. For 
example there was no article from the people/ 
groups which participated in the Caravan, the 
Venice meeting or the Class-War-Conference. 
Certainly it was our mistake not to take care. 
Just the supply of such attempts has to become 
an important part of our work. 

As an international newspaper we have to ex¬ 
tense and complete the specific local discus¬ 
sions, because it is often difficult to develop 
new tendencies in such narrow local circum¬ 
stances. Also it is not necessary to start every¬ 
where from the beginning. Certainly it's some¬ 
times possible to use experiences of other 
countries and cities on the respective situation 
and to learn from it. 



With all this working at the further develop¬ 
ment of our struggles, of course we want to 
have a watchful eye on the activities of the 
pigs. Especially important for us is the lining 
up of Europe, but also the different other top¬ 
ics, as the changing of the structure, jails, 
governmental racism etc. 


Again we depend on your help: with some 
topics we are hardly or at least not funda¬ 
mentally acquainted. 

So look everywhere what the pigs are doing, 
get their papers and don't keep sitting on your 
knowledge, but write us. 
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As you see, we intend a lot. But the concep¬ 
tion isnt ready at all and also hasn't still got 
any form for publishing. 

Probably you will ask, why a new edition at 
all and some more or less superficial sentences 
about it. We as well have discussed that for a 
longer time and decided it like that. 

With the sentences to the conception we hope 
to be able to tell the direction and to stir 
others up to participate. What could you im¬ 
agine under the newspaj)er? Which topics are 
important for you? And: Have you got any 
ideas, how an international discussion could 
look like and function? 

Apart of that we hope, that it became a bit 
clearer, which sort of articles we imagine and 
where are our priorities. It would be great, if 
you wouldn't send a simple leaflet about an 
eviction of a squat, which only gives a mo¬ 
mentary picture of the event, but if you also 
try to connect this squat with the situation in 
your town or district. Beside it is important to 
tell continued facts and your experiences. 

To give you some impressions about our plans 
to go on was a further reason to produce this 
number. Hopefully you will support us better 
referring the contents, mformations and in 
material manner too by knowing this plans. 

You can imagine we do have difficulties to 
publish a number like this. EspeciaUy, because 
we see the contradiction between the declared 
pretensions and the actual form and content of 
this edition. 

We really have to point up the connections 
between the single articles and why we publish 
them at all. A superficial sentence to comment 
each article in the editorial (like in the last 
number) was this time impossible. This is 
much to short, but we just hadn't the time for 
and also didn't like this kind of simple men¬ 
tions. Nevertheless we think there are those 
correlations. Please, make up your own mind 
and drop some lines. 

One more problem, the articles partially are a 
bit older. But at reading their content is not 
less up to date at all. (e.g. the retrospective 
view at the gulf war). 


Remains: try to unterstand our situation and 
read the result with this background. 

In our situation there is not only a geograph¬ 
ically separation but as well our approaches 
and our histories. Most of our discussions 
show the difficulties of any international 
coordination, partly caused by leaving confi¬ 
dent surroundings: Different languages, terms 
and experiences ... Just difficulties to find a 
common basis for discussions at all. It wasn't 
easy to improve this interactions, but we man¬ 
aged it partly even we haven't seen us enough 
and have too less time at all. 



WERBUN6 

Sol idarische Grusse. an die au¬ 
tonomen/ linksradikalen Zeitun 
pn dieser schndden Melt. 

Last uns die Kriminalisierunq 
revolutionarer Inhalte gemein- 
sam zuruckscblagen. 

Mas wir zu un$ loswerden wol- 
len: -Mir verschicken Einzel- 
Zeitungen. Zentren, In 
foladen und in den Knast. Gibts 
noch Adressen, die ein Abo wol 
icd. -Razz ist umsonst. Mir 
brauchen Spenden. iSchickt uns 
Infos und Artikel aus euren 
Stadten und Obrfern. Adresse: 

Schaufelderstr 

.29 3000 Hannover (nicht Razz 
draufschreiben) 
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INTERNATIONAL DISCUSSION 


Preface 

During the last months several representatives of american revolutionary organisa¬ 
tions were in Europe: for example E.F. Huidobro of the MLN- Tupamaros from Uru¬ 
guay, Dhoruby BinWahad, ex-prisoner from the Black Panthers Party and today mil¬ 
itant of the Freedom Now Campaign from USA, Rita Cordova und Julio Rosado of the 
MLN-PR (Movimento de Liberacion National-Puerto Rico) apuertoricanian libera¬ 
tion movement. Although they've come to Europe with different concrete projects there 
was a common central theme: They all showed a very big interest in the developement 
of an international organizing, in which the various forces come together more inten- 
sivly than today, in which the common political disussion and the developement of a 
common stategy and practice are central points of the solidarity. This starting point 
here met with a very good response because it comes together with the search of the 
european left for a new orientation and a growing openness between the different 
leftist groups. And last but not least their unbroken energy and love has mobilized and 
fascinated us. 

The Puertoricanians want to push through their independance in 1992, when the 500. 
anniversary of the colonisation of America takes place. They visited Europe, America 
and Asia with three delegations to gain support for that goal. They talked a lot about 
their estimation of the worldwide political situation and they told very interesting 
things about their practical work. Although we only publish some sentences about 
their struggle we would lide to ask you to ask for more information at your local 
infoshop. 

Dhorubas concrete matter of concern is an international organizing for the freedom 
of the political prisoners. His suggestion is to start from this concrete and common 
point an international campaign and discussion. But read it yourself! 

E.F. Huidobro is one of the founders of the MLN-Tupamaros (MLN=National Libe¬ 
ration Movement, Tupac Amaro was an indian chief, that caused the conquistadores 
a lot of trouble). In the end of the 60slat the beginning of the 70s the Tupamaros got 
worldwide fame because of their political-military actions as an urban guerilla in 
Uruguay. They were an important model for the urban guerillas that developped at 
that time in the northern industrial states. 

Huidobro, who had to spend 13 years in the dungeous of the dictatorship under the 
worstest conditions, reported about the practice of the Tupamaros before the military's 
coup 1972, especially about the connection between militarical and political!social 
struggles, about the struggles of the uruguayen people against the dictatorship and 
about the social and political situation in Uruguay today. By his analytical precision 
and the oftenly surprising parallels to our conditions this report is very rich source of 
thoughts and possible starting points for the developement of a common strategy, 
which Huidobro himself demands very urgently. 

We put this article together from an interview and two assembly-records, to get an 
article as accurately as possible (also the emphasizes are made by us). So this article 
isn't word-for-word record it seems to be, but it is authentic. 
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INTERNATIONAL DISCUSSION/ URUGUAY 



^ E.F. Huidobro: Good evening all 
together! I welcome you all to this ^^ ^ 
meeting. I welcome you not only in 
- my own name but also in the name of 
the Tupamaros and in the name of 
, the people of Uruguay, 






- ^ 
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I think it is necessary to inform you 
more precisely about the Tupama¬ 
ros and the MLN, the National Libe¬ 
ration Movement In Europe this is 
much more necessary than in other 
parts of the world. We became fa¬ 
mous all over the world above all 
because of our spectacular military 
actions. That was mainly the work of 
the jounalists and the big internatio¬ 
nal news agencies and by that the 
peoples outside Uruguay necessari¬ 
ly got an one-sided and fragmentary 
idea of our movement You can’t 
really understand the active presen¬ 
ce of the Tupamaros in Uruguay in 
our days if you don’t know the history 
of this movement I want to explain 
how it works that a guerilla that 
arose in the 60 s can play such an 
active part in the present political 
life of my country and be so 
weighty within the Left of my 
country and on top of that with a 
guidance that partly has still sur¬ 
vived from then. 


The Gxplainationforthat extraordina¬ 
ry fact is that this guerilla was an 
organisation that did not only fight 
with weapons. I think the Tupamaros 
have always been an authentic ex¬ 
pression of the people of Uruguay 
without following any pattern. In the 
60 s we have made actions which 
offended against any fashion in tho¬ 
se days. At that time instead of buil¬ 
ding up a rural guerillawe builded up 
an urban guerilla. We used all kinds 
of struggles without any one-sided- 
ness. We started from the assump¬ 
tion that all kinds of struggles are 
necessary and that depend i ng on the 
situation one kind of struggle can 
become particulary important so that 
the other kinds have to besubordina- 
ted but without giving them up. We 
have also members in the unions 
and in the students organisations for 
example. Wo were involved in the 
social struggles, we had journalists 
and members of parliament In Uru¬ 
guay we fought at any level, legally 
and illegaly. armed and in social 
struggles, on parliamentariai and 
unionist level. We never refused any 


formof fight Atthattime more comra¬ 
des fought in other forms and only 
because of that the success of armed 
actions can be understood. Our opi¬ 
nion was always that a guerilla wi¬ 
thout the support of the people is 
senseless. WeTe not to blame for 
the fact that the international press 
was only interested in the armed 
actions. The military activities of the 
MLN have accompanied the fight of 
the people, in many cases they even 
just followed the fight of the people. 
For us it was important to give 
people's struggle it’s evidence by 
accompagnying it. We tried to orga¬ 
nize that fight to enable the people to 
solve their problems themselves. 
That I think is the work of our expe¬ 
riences. for we never considered 
ourselves as higher-standing or bet¬ 
ter than these people but just as one 
person more who is working with 
them. The very unorthodox, unsche¬ 
matic. dialectic, antidogmatic acting 
oftheTupamaros probably explains, 
why we remained in the hearts of the 
people of Uruguay in spite of our 
military defeat as an experience of 
the people and why we are still gro¬ 
wing. If it had been only a militarical. 
a technical fight we wouldn’t be of 
anymore interest today, except for 
the histoiy books. q 







Another important fact is that our 
struggle always was a part of the 
whole struggle of the uruguayen 
people. During a period of upswing 
of class struggles in the late 60s/ 
early 70s all kinds of struggle grew 
up and they all were necessary and 
undispensable. And we were not the 
vanguard nor did we want to be it. We 
are in contrary very distrustful of this 
conception. There had been mo¬ 
ments when students were the van¬ 
guard and we followed them. Some¬ 
times they died, not us. sometimes 
they got caught and not us. Someti¬ 
mes the working class was the van¬ 
guard. the unions that carried on very 
militant strikes that mobilized us ail 
and showed us new paths and possi¬ 
bilities. Than there was the gigantic 
movement of the coalition of the Left, 
that began 1970/71; at that time we. 
the guerilla, welcomed that forma¬ 
tion and supported it. Of course we 
also were the vanguard sometimes 
with our military actions amd showed 
new paths, made them possible. But 
there were also situations when the 
left members ol j).uiuun(’hi wt'U' lhi‘ 

vanguard. In one ol the daikosl 
moments ol our history, when other 
organisations had already been 
smashed, those members of parlia¬ 
ment remained firm and fought 
against the Ullraright. 1 hoy knewlhat 
they were risking their life, that they 
could be murdered and many of 
them were murdered. With their 
work they saved the lifes of many 
comrades. 


I think we have learned now that no 
one represents the historical inter¬ 
ests of the working class because his 
central committee has decided so. 
The people on the slreel, tiie neigh¬ 
bours, the youth, the marginalized 
decide who’s the vanguard by follo¬ 
wing an assambly appeal, by treating 
new paths that one shows. 

We were defeated in 1972 becau¬ 
se we hadn't understood that the 
guerilla had already reached the 
aim of it's activities. Within a few 
years we had grown from a handfull 
of militants to a mass movement. We 


weni Digger anu Digger ana gathe¬ 
red the whole Left around us. 19/0/ 
71 we didn’t recognize that we had 
reached that aim. We went on car¬ 
rying out most spectacular military 
actions with small well instructed 
groups in the manner of the urban 
guerilla, actions that had already 
become superfluous and obsolete. 
By that we left the people wilhoul 
protection, while the enemy had al¬ 
ready begun to hit out at them. 


very well that a small guerilla 
group of a few women and men can 
carry out brilliant and spectacular 
actions that hit the headlines ail over 
the world. But if these actions don’t 
express the consciousness of the 
people and if they don’t help to gain 
new forces they are only a problem 
for the police and the secret servi¬ 
ces. It would be a fight between 
apparatus. 

But if the armed struggle is necessa¬ 
ry and the urban guerilla has won the 
support of the masses, if the armed 
struggle is part of an upturn of the 
mass movement and also expresses 
and reinforces the feelings of the 
I masses, then the enemy is the first 
\ who realizes this. And then the strug- 
] gleget'sanotherdimension.atolally 
new face: then it’s not only a problem 
of the police and the security forces 
i anymore. Then the military inlerve- 











nes. the Death Squadrons enter the 
scene and torture is intensively prac¬ 
tized, Then the main target is not the 
gueriiiaanymore but the whole mass 
movement that supports it And then 
they even don't hesitate to perpetra¬ 
te genodde like they did in Chile. 
Argentina and Vietnam - because 
they realize that at this point of spee¬ 
ding up and acculumation of forces 
the basis of their system itself is in 
danger. At this point the guerilla has 
to go over to military actions on a 
higher level, on which the masses 
can participate, transform the gueril¬ 
la in an army, wage war. liberate 
areas, because otherwise the mass 
movement is defenseless and left in 
the hands of the Death Squadrons 
and the Fascism. That still we had 
not realized but the enemy did itvery 
well and that is the reason why they 
could defeat us. The nicaraguanian 
and salvadoranian comrades trans¬ 
lated that lesson that we have lear¬ 
ned so painfully into action some 
years later. 


After quiet a time while the military 
had creepingly taken overthe power 
it finally revolted in June 73. Because 
of the dissolvation of the parliament 
the mass movement initiated an her¬ 
oic general strike, the longest which 
ever took place in Uruguay. As the 
last blow against the dictatorship a 
big demonstration had been an¬ 
nounced and it was sure, that the 
army would act very repressive. But 
the whole leadership of the Left went 
to that demonstration. They knew, 
that they would be arrested and they 
were arrested. The people fought 
but they were defenceless, because 
their military organisations like the 
Tupamaros had already been smas¬ 
hed. 

With our defeat a black night fell over 
my country. The military decided 
to start a total war against the 
people's movement Because it 
was difficult for them to hit the gueril¬ 
la. which had gained influence in the 
mass movement directly, they attac¬ 
ked the population. They crushed 
everything, the unions, the students 
association, all the organisations of 
the uruguayen people. They occu¬ 
pied the universiV suid disbanded all 
political parties, even the bourgeois 
parties. 

After a few months everything was 





smashed to pieces in Uruguay, the 
former Switzerland of America, The 
prisons were overoccupied, thou¬ 
sands and thousands were tortured. 
Deads, missing persons, in exile - a 
very black night of terror. We had to 
go through the worst consequences 
of this fascism together with the 
comrades of all struggle fronts and of 
all political organisations. We had 
the highest rate of political prisoners 
and tortured persons in Latin-Ameri- 
ca. The aim wasn't only the opres- 
sion of a guerilla, the aim was coun¬ 
ter-revolution. The imperialism and 
the oligarchy couldn't accept in no 
way the uprising of class struggle 
and the strenghening of the various 
left organisations. That's why the 
guerilla wasn't the only target of the 
repression, they even wanted to 
destroy the sightest haunch of a left 
idea in my country. Bare terrorism 
ruled the country and that terrorism 
was systematically used against all 
those which were accused of terro¬ 
rism. 

Uruguay is asmall country with about 
3 million inhabitants and each inha¬ 
bitant has a personal document By 
that it was an easy job to start a data 


file of the whole population and to 
graduate it into three categories: A. B 
and C. Everyone in Uruguay who 
looked for work had to go to the 
barracks and ask for a certificate on 
democratic belief. There in the bar¬ 
racks the militaries first had a look in 
the computer and depending on the 
categorie one got a certificate or not 
Without this certificate it was impos¬ 
sible to get a job at the public enter¬ 
prises and also at a lot of private 
enterprises. 

Gatherings of more than four per¬ 
sons on the street were forbidden 
and even for a birthday party one had 
to ask for a permission at the next 
police station. Everything was regu¬ 
lated by them: the hair cut beards 
and long walrus moustaches were 
forbidden, students had to wear an 
uniform, the lenght of the skirts of 
female students was regulated and if 
they were allowed to wear trousers. 
Even the scripts for schools and uni¬ 
versities were changed. Every night 
a whole decade long, they spread 
their version of history by radio and 
television. Not only we but also the 
unions, the students movement and 
the whole Left were cnminalized in 
their propaganda. And they even 
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accused the frendi rovoluUon of 
everything going on in the world and 
in Uruguay. So far their version of 
history went back. 

Exile became a reality to my country. 

My country brought that fascist 
night to an end by tlie mobiliza¬ 
tion of the people. 

During the 70s working in the exile 
were very imfxirtant 1980 the mass- 
movement revived. In the beginning 
of the 80s the militaries believed in 
having achieved their aims-to stamo 
out the ideas of the Left and to intimi¬ 
date the people. They decided to 
announce a plebiscite to legalize 
their dictatorship. Perhaps they also 
were impressed by the plebiscite 
that had been held in Chile a short 
time before. The militaries asked the 
people to make campaigns for their 
proposal. They said that if the people 
would vote for their version of anew 
constitution, if the people would le¬ 
galize the military dictatorship, the 
dictatorship would end. But the mili¬ 
taries also told the people that if they 
would vote against the dictatorship, it 
would go on. In the night wnen the 
people went to the polls the military 
had to take the first big blow and that 
first stroke was the start of their for¬ 
ced retreat back into the barracks. In 
1980 the uruguayen people voted 
against the legalization of the dicta¬ 
torship although they hadn t any al¬ 
ternative - and to their own suprise. 
for no one had expected that result 
The militaries had been so convin¬ 
ced of their victory that they had not 
even prepared a poll-cheat. They 
had to accept the election result But 
their dictatorship remained, later on 
it even went worse, after that first 
blow into the face thatthe people had 
clouted them. But that was the mo- 
mentin which the fightof the urugua¬ 
yen people restarted, out of the un¬ 
derground. The people simply lost 
their fears. It were the following gi¬ 
gantic mobilizations, that brought the 
dictatorship to an end. In addition the 
economical situation was really di¬ 
sastrous. 

The 1. of May 1983 that militaries 
made it‘s second big mistake. They 
had the extravagant idea to allow the 
l.of May demonstration because 
they believed that anyway no one 
would join it This demonstration had 
been forbidden since 2 decades. On 
this day the biggest mass of people 
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gathered in the streets. That gigantic 
demonstration fin 2 Jly finished the 
dictatorship. 

The new federation of unions had 
called for that demonstration. The 
militaries had intended to build up 
yellow unions, unions without class 
consciousness. But the young union 
leaders of that time, who must have 
been kids when the union movement 
and class struggles had reached the 
peak - the old leaders were dead, 
murdered - these young union lea¬ 
ders acted very intelligently: they 
accepted the militaries! proposal of 
yellow unions, for changing them 
later into red unions, in support of the 
class struggle. 

Under threat of penalty it was forbid¬ 
den to speak about political priso¬ 
ners. hostages or amnesty for the 
Tupamaros. but at this demonstra¬ 
tion two slogans were shouted, that 
refered to the MLN. One slogan was: 
"General boundless amnestyr'The 
international organisations, the 
bourgeois parties and also the refor- 
mistic Left just called for an amnesty, 
but everybody knew that that amne¬ 
sty only meant the prisoners of cons¬ 
cience but would exclude the priso¬ 
ners of the guerilla. The growing 
movement in the underground, in the 
working dass. at the students, in the 
quarters leaded to the supplying of 
the word amnesty by two further 
words and everybcxiy knew that the 
Tupamaros were meant That de¬ 
mand the working dass adopted. 
The other slogan was: “No more 
hostagesf* and everybody knew, 
that nine very peculiar persons were 
ment namely the historic leadership 
of the Tupamaros which were held 
as hostages of state at that time. Ac¬ 
tually the day that marked the end of 
the period of struggles, at which the 
end of the dictatorship was really 
rang in. was the 15lh may 1985: at that 
day the last political prisoners were 
released and that were the Tupama¬ 
ros. or. exactly, the historical lea¬ 
dership of the Tupamaros and their 
most known militants. They were 
welcomed with a really gigantic 
publicfestivai in the streets of Monte¬ 
video. 

In the 80s the militaries tried to use 
football to gain more prestige. They 
tried to organize a world champions¬ 
hip of all footbaitteams that had ever 
been world champions, so Germa¬ 


ny. Uruguay. Brasil. Argentinia and 
so on. They wanted to copy the ar- 
gentinian military that had done so in 
1978 and so it happened. The peo¬ 
ple did not refuse that world cham¬ 
pionship but went in masses to the 
stadiums and simply used these 
gatherings to express massively 
their protest against the distatorship. 
And like that every big sporting event 
became a battle against police and 
army. Also carnevaJ and the public 
festival were changed by the people 
into manifestations of protest It went 
so far that the militaries feared to 
organize anything where p)eopie 
would come together because the 
people used the anonymity of the big 
masses to articulate their protest 

That struggle was mainly backed by 
the youth that had been children 
when the dictatorship came over 
Uruguay. When 1 left prison after 15 
years and went for the first time to a 
gathering of the MLN I met a lot of 
young people and espasdally peo¬ 
ple which were much to young as that 
anybody could have recruited them 
for the MLN. Because at the time 
when we got caught and imprisoned 
they had been kids and now they 
were Tupamaros. They had recrui¬ 
ted themselves and had. alone and 
without leadership, rebuilded the 
MLN in the underground and ail it's 
structures for the fight within the 
masses. 

And it have been the women - becau¬ 
se there weren't many men, they 
were in exile or in prison - that have 
passed on that culture to their kids, 
as an secret They told them the true 
history of their country, they also tea- 
ched them to keep the mouth shut 
Like that it was in almost all families 
during the dictatorship. 

In that atmosphere the youth learned 
the truth of their country. We. the 
Tupamaros. were also in that country 
where they were, where they live 
today and underthe right circumstan¬ 
ce they began to fight 
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Then the life in my country has 
begun again as if nothing had 
happened, as if after 12 years of 
fasasm the talk goes on with all 
the same words. All political orga¬ 
nisations were .set up again, the 
whole cx)nglomeration, that parade 
of left organisations, except the pro- 
chinese. Also ll»o I ronlo Ainplio 
(Broad Front), a coalition of almost 
th© whole Left was set up again, the 
unions, the students movement, 
everything that had existed before 
the coup dietat as if nothing had 
happened. But with one difference: 
all grew, all became bigger and big¬ 
ger. got more and more support by 
the masses. 

Another fact also is important: also 
the bourgeois parties of my country 
wentoutofthe dictatorship strenghe- 
ned and legitimated, cause they also 
had declared themselves against it - 
although they are struggling for ineir 
projects of a liberal democracy, ir 
one would like to call it like this. You 
have to have that in mind because it 
has consequences to this day. Ex¬ 
cept the Ultra Right that has suppor¬ 
ted the military ail political parties 
and movements and especially their 
leaders were intelligent enough to 
fight against the dictatorship and to 
declare themselves against it. There 
are even some martyrs among them 
from the fight against the dictators¬ 
hip. 


The process of building up the ener¬ 
gies within the public opinion goes 
on until today. There had been victo¬ 
ries and defeats. The most important 
defeat surely was that in the vote 
1989 (It was about if the militaries 
should be called to account for their 
crimes during the dictatorship or if an 
amnesty should be granted to them. 
20% of the inhabitants of Uruguay 
had given their signature and the 
number of their indendi^ card to 
push through a plebiscite on that 
question. The vote itself the milita- 
rieswon narrowly, but only because 
they had threatened a new coup). 
Although the campaign was a suc¬ 
cess. The crimes of the militaries 
were for 2 years long the object of a 
tribunal carried out by the p>eopie of 
Uruguay. The Left also gained a big 
election victory, it won the office of 
major of Montevideo (roughly a half 
of the inhabitants of Uruguay live in 
Montevideo). The polls say that to¬ 
day the Left could win the parliament 
elections. But that growing support 
by the masses doesn’t come along 
with a higher quality of political orga¬ 
nisation. 


The uruguayen Left today goes 
through a crises of militancy. It s a 
rather paradoxical situation: alth- 
rough there's more support by the 
public and the workers than ever 
before, the militants, the political 
organisations and structures are 
going through a difficult crisis. 
Today we run the risk to win the 
elections in 1994 and to take 
power just when we are in a state 
of deep crisis. 

Our most important weakness is that 
wo're loosing a lot of militants. Many 
retire from activities. That happens 
everywhere in Latin-Americaand as 
I've heard it's the same problem 
here. In Uruguay several factors are 
respnsible for that: the economical 
problems are a very important thing. 
In Uruguayyou have to have two jobs 
today to live through. You have to 
work all day long and also at the 
weekends to survive. By that only 
very few time is left over for political 
militancy. TTie comrades are simply 
tired when they come home from 
work and can't put as much time in 
political activitjes as they could in the 
past 
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just said that work is affected by the 
crisis of militance. Today all that 
base-work the Left achieved was 
only possible with a great number of 
activists. To the extend that militants 
retire also our productivity shrink. 
Another fact is that lots of people 
come to our mass-demonstraljons, 
our books and journals are selling 
good but to our assemblies there are 
each lime less people coming. 

The Youth o1 Uruguay that has lea¬ 
ded the best moments of the fight 
against the dictatorship has retired 
frustrated from that fight They l^ad 
great hopes on democracy. They 
awoke to political life under the mili¬ 
tary tyranny. they had no experiences 
and no solid instruction. They belie¬ 
ved that they would succeed with 
their methods and they did. they 
fought the dictatorship and then they 
went to the prisons and liberated us. 
But they also thought that with the 
democracy the economical pro¬ 
blems would be solved But then 
they were faced with a bourgeoisie 
that is very clever, very practised and 
that IS very difficult to defeat. 


The disintegration of socialism or 
that what had been called socialism 
was a hard stroke for that half of the 
Uruguayan Left that had supported 
that version of socialism. They are 
now in a phase of lacking orientation, 
of reflection and of reUeating in priva¬ 
cy and daily work. 

The unions movement and the wor¬ 
king class had to sustain hard set¬ 
backs in their struggle. Nearly all 
strikes failed. The economic policy 
of the military wasn I changed later. 
When the bourgeois parties came to 
power they continued it it even went 
worse even more capitalistic, more 
neo-liberai and for the people less 
and less remains. Also the students 
movement had to sustain set-backs 
m comparison with further periods. 
At the same time the struggles in the 
quarters grew up strongly. Because 
of ail the difficulties and the bad work 
in the unions and the other organisa¬ 
tions. also of other types, and becau¬ 
se of the various defeats many mili¬ 
tants decided to turn to other groups, 
namelythe quarter-groups or to work 

in the informal sector. There are ao 
tion groups in every quarter of Mon¬ 
tevideo. So on the one side we are 
stepping forward while we are loo¬ 
sing some where else. But as I have 


But there is also a generation 
gap. One day we came out of prison 
and back from exile, we the old lea¬ 
ders of the guerilla, nearly legenda¬ 
ry, and also the old leaders of the 
unions movement of the youth mo¬ 
vement-which now were not youth 
anymore -. of the Left of the workers 
movement ail these people for 
which the youth had fighted. we. 
nearly a myth, their most admired 
comrades. And the youth was driven 
out of ali leading positions. That 
would not have been the biggest 
problem although it was one. The 
biggest problem was the arrogance 
witn which we spoke to them. A lot of 
us had been in prison tor 15 years, 
almost hurried, and when we came 
out we did not know Uruguay any 
more. The same happened to a lot of 
those that has been in exile; and 
things change. We took ourselves lor 
the only owners of truth and were 
convinced that the youth still had to 
learn a lot from us and still had to take 
a lot of lessons. We even rejected a 
lot of their insights which fitted much 
more to a new reality than ours. But 
on the other side the youth knew very 
well that tey had organized all that 
the fall of the dictatorship, the relea¬ 
se of us prisoners, the rebuilding of 
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the various organisations and so on. 
But of course they also made a lot of 
mistakes. Iconoclastic like all youth 
they also acted with a lot of arrogan¬ 
ce. They wanted more spontaneous 
forms of organisation, less discipli¬ 
ne. more creativity and Utey made the 
mistake to refuse all theory and all a 
bit more thought trough approaches. 
I think that was a reaction on tlie 
totalitarism they went through during 
the dictatorship. But they went from 
one extreme to the other. We on Ure 
other side brought an idea of organi¬ 
sation back from ptison and exile that 
was vertical and authoritarian, with a 
whole apparatus. And because we 
did notgrowup under a dictatorship, 
we have had a lot of possibilities in 
our life to try out different left-wing 
action-forms; all the bad altitudes of 
politics. The youth had notthetimeto 
learn that so thye were an easy vic¬ 
tim, But hey are intelligent and have 
realized it That is one reason why 
they retired from political life. 

Neither the old nor the young were 
able to solve that problem. We did 
not realize that ouryouth is very mili¬ 
tant if it understands the reasons and 
thinks they are conclusive - the youth 
has always been the best part of the 
Uruguayan Left But this youth is also 
very criticaJ with regard to political 
organisations and it doubts the ne- 
cessarity of a daily militancy. 

Today we are facing the tragical si¬ 
tuation that tfie dialogue with the 
youth breaks up. Since several years 
my country is an emigrant country. 
The newst statistics show that the 
emigrants are first of all well educa¬ 
ted progressive left-wing young 
people. The youth of my country 
emigrates. There are often graffities 
in the streets that say: ‘'Do not com¬ 
plain. emigrater* But in fact the 
youth has no economical perspecti¬ 
ve in my country. If they are from 
working-class background or stu¬ 
dents or even belong to the middle- 
class or to the small bourgeoisie, 
they all have no economical per¬ 
spective and very often emigration is 
the only thing left for them to do. Bui 
you can find them; you can find them 
in Uruguay, in Australia, in Europe, 
but also in Montevideo, if there is a 
rock-festival. And you can aiso ffnd 
them in the decisive struggles, therii^ 
they are also. 

They respect us and they wait 


We know it. the whole uruguayen Left 

knows it and they also know it that this 

break up of the dialogue is one of the 
biggest problems we have to solve. 



We the Tupamaros, who were im¬ 
prisoned, in exile or working in 
the underground, we did not deci¬ 
de from one day to the other to go 
over from guerilla struggle to 
legal struggle. The mobilized peo¬ 
ple in my country put us again on the 
political stage. They did not ask us if 
we would like it or not. they wanted 
us to be politically active again. We 
did not give in our weapons to nobo¬ 
dy. WG lost them in the fight But the 
people took them as its trophy when 
it demanded our release and our 
right to be an organisation like anyo¬ 
ne else. Since then the oligarchy and 
the imp>erialists bear us. They have 
no choice. They did not succeed in 
domesticating us although they tried. 
They also did not succeed in moving 
us in a foikloric comer or making a 
tourist attraction of us. an exotic uru¬ 
guayen guerilla. Our books and our 
newspaper are very good selling, 
our radio is one of the most heard 
and to our assemblies most of the 
people come. We are part of the 
broad coalition of the Left We work 
in the unions, in the slums and in the 
country, as always. We have strug¬ 
gled together with the people in all 
struggles. 


We have certain advantages and 
certain disadvantages. Uruguay is a 
land of the third world. As I said the 
crisis of the socialistic block has 
produced acrisis of militancy, acrisis 
of the militants, the comrades which 
are well-read, which have made up 
their own thoughts now. after the 
break down of the socialistic block, 
these comrades have many que¬ 
stions. they begin to doubt their be¬ 
liefs and retire to think about it That is 
one of the disadvantages we see. 
But also and at the same time and 
right in the middle of the economic 
crisis and the poverty the support of 
the ordinary people grows - at the 
same'time. what means, that these 
people are not moved by the global 
events. My eyperience is that espe¬ 
cially in Germany and also in some 
sections of the uruguayen Left I have 
to talk a lot about this topic Butwhen 
I as a leader of the Tupamaros oo in 
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one of the poor quarters to speak 
with the revolutionary character then 
in most cases this revolutionary cha¬ 
racter has no teeth, she/he did not 
eat that day. his/her children cannot 
go to school, she/he does nol know 
where to go when she/he is ill. she/ 
he probably has no flat and does not 
know whore to live. - If I spoke with 
these comrades about the break 
down of the socialistic block it 
would be as if I did not give them 
the respect due to them. And when 
I speak with these workers and these 
unemployed, with these marginali¬ 
zed people, with these women, li¬ 
ving in misery then this utopia we are 
speaking about is not a matter of in 
20.30 or 50 years, but of tomorrow or 
the day after tomorrow. Then this 
utopia is to have to eat three times a 
day. to be also able to raise children, 
to know that if one is ill there will be a 
bed in the hospital, wadding, dres¬ 
sing material and something to eat I 
think in my countiy it's possible to 
fight for this utopia That orginary 
almost elementary things for us are 
an utopia The capitalism in my land 
is not able to solve these problems. 
They are a dream, one has to make a 
revolution because the capitalism 
cannot create this utopia These are 
the revolutionary aims of the Left 
when the people have been eating, 
when they are a bit happier, when we 
have realized this small utopia then 
we can begin to discuss about the 
idea of socialism with them. 

But I am also totally sure that this 
discussion must be an international 
discussion actually not only of Uru¬ 
guay with Argentinia. with Brasil and 
Perou. Our problem in the 60s was 
that when we thought about the revo¬ 
lution we sat down and studied the 
map of Uruguay. In the 70s and 80s it 
went more and more obvious that wo 
have to use a greater map to make 
the revolution in Uruguay. Today you 
cannot think about revolution within 
national frontiers anywhere on the 
v/orld. You can see that for example 
bythe loneliness of Nicaragua and El 


Salvador. Today we have to use 
maps of the whole region or even the 
whole world. Like the map of the 
multinational enterprises. In some 
way capitalism shows us the path for 
already a long time. 

Wo think that this is a job that was 
never brought to an end. On interna¬ 
tional level wo viwy incndly 

contacts with the revolutionary orga¬ 
nisations in Latin America and all 
over the world. But although I have to 
say that this job has never been finis¬ 
hed. perhaps it even has not been 
started. International solidarity can¬ 
not only mean to give help or to recie- 
ve help. We give help and we al^ 
recieve it. but we think that the real 
task of international solidarity is 
to work out a common revolutio¬ 
nary strategy. 


I think that material help is important 
as well as moral help, political soli¬ 
darity. ail that what has been done 
from the european Left for the strug¬ 
gles in Latin America in the last time. 
It's good, but it is not enough. Ihe 
solidarity can't be limited in giving or 
recieving something. The european 
Left can't only be the Left that gives 
something: money, solidarity. sup>- 
port. And the latin-american Left 
can't simply take that solidarity. I 
know a lot of things that are done in 
my countiy and that come from Euro¬ 
pe but I always have the impression 
that it is to much with instruments. 

Between these two Lefts there has 
to bea jointly evaluation, a jointly dis¬ 
cussion of problems and a joint out¬ 
working of strategies. We think that 
one internationalism is dead and it is 
good that it died, because it was full 
of errors. We have to built up another 
internationalism, one that is not dis¬ 
criminating. that listens to all contri- 



16 





butions. that is really solldaric. For us 
it has always been very important that 
our cx)mrades from outside take part 
in our discussions, in the elaboration 
of theoretical documents, in the inve¬ 
stigation of the conditions, in the re¬ 
flections about possible attempts at 
struggling in the given situation. In 
our opinion, it is the Achilles' heel if 
wedo notfulfill this job. especially for 
those countries where the revolutio¬ 
nary process progresses on a high 
level. Without that coordination and 
support it will be very difficult to pro¬ 
gress much more. 

Another fact is that the exchange of 
informations and analysis is very 
important In Uruguay for example 
we know very less about what is 
going on in Paraguay, although there 
are very Interesting developpe- 
ments. And I also believe that there's 
very few knowledege In Latin Ameri¬ 
ca as well as in Europe about what's 
going on in Brasil, although the pre¬ 



sent revolutionary process there is 
one of the most important and richest 
in Latin America. We are exchanging 
only very few informations, we have 
few medlas that spread news, 
thougjts and ideas. We have to make 
that to our job. 


I'm sorry for talking so long and I will 
finish this now. I'd like to answeryour 
questions and to speak about the 
subjects you're interested in. I don't 
know very precisely which subjects 
these are. 


APPLAUSE/ 


Question; Did the military in some 
measure act as an armed organ in 
charge of Uruguays bourgeoisie or 
did they act rather as an executor of 
the US-imperialism? 

E.F. Huidobro: In my country it's 
very difficult to differentiate between 
the interests of imperialism and the 
interests of the bourgeoisie. The 
bourgeoisie of Uruguay is a trum¬ 
pery-bourgeoisie. They have no 
national concept but act as mediator 
arid in some measure as representa¬ 
tive of imperialism. Surely there are 
parts of the bourgeoisie who have in¬ 
terests in the country itself and are 
not connected with foreign coun¬ 
tries. But they are very weak and 
have no chance to develop and also 
were strongly suppressed. What the 

military did was the synthesis of both: 

it acted as an armed organ of the oli¬ 
garchy and was closely connected 
with the US-interests. In a certain 
historical moment the military began 
to act bonapartistic. The military slip¬ 
ped from their control and started to 
act for its own account. This was the 
beginning of the end of the military's 
political gouvemment They aimed 
on turning themselves into a block 
with its own economic power, but al¬ 
though there have been linkages 
and coalitions in interests they acted 
first of all individualistic. They gra¬ 


sped the control of the states-enter- 
prises. In that the director-positions 
were the best pairts of the cake. But 
Uruguay is a small country and so the 
cake is small too. They were plenties 
who . wanted to divide the cake 
among themselves. It came to cor¬ 
ruption and this was the cause for a 
lot of internal disputes within the 
military. They didn't build up new 
productive sectors but destroyed the 
existing and managed the country 
into a disaster. The only thing they 
achieved was to change the country 
into a paradise for financial transac¬ 
tions. They sold all banks to the inter¬ 
national banks which leaded to hea- 
internal contradictions between 
the military dictatorshipand the bour¬ 
geoisie. The dictatorship of Pino¬ 
chet has managed it to introduce an 
economic model that is functionable 
to the interests of Neo-liberalism, 
whereas in Uruguay the militaries 
caused an economic disaster. 
This was afurther important factorfor 
the fall of dictatorship. 


Question: My question is hypotheti¬ 
cally. Granted thatthe Frente Amplio 
(broad coalition of the Left) wins the 
next election in Uruguay, which posi- 
bilities will they have to make a revo¬ 
lutionary policy? I ask that because 
the situation is that on one hand side, 
like in all states in Latin-America, the 
militaries weren't deprived and the 
economic policy is dictated mostly 
ty IMF and Worldbank. On the other 
side the revolutionaries in Latin- 
America are in world-wide relation 
isolated and after the break-down of 
the societies in Eastern Europe they 
are even more isolated than before. 


E.F. Huidobro: If the Frente Amplio 
wins the next election it will not be 
able to do revolutionary policy. And. 
besides, we don't think that one can 
make a revolution by winning elec¬ 
tions. But vre revolutionaries in Uru¬ 
guay have always used all kinds of 
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struggling. We've also supported 
the election campaign of the Frente 
Amplio when we still were in armed 
struggle. We take part in this struggle 
like we also take part in strikes for 
wage rise, although we do not belie- 
ve that the problem of the exploita¬ 
tion of the working class will be sol¬ 
ved by it Nevertheless we take part 
in this strike and participate in the 
organizing of the unions for higher 
wages. Also if we build public kit¬ 
chens. Kindergartens or health cen¬ 
ters. we do not believe that we can by 
that solve the problems of public 
misery in my country. But all this be¬ 
longs to the struggle for direct de¬ 


mands and wo liav<^ U; du llur. f.tiuij 
gle because I can I slay uncAjricor- 
ned to the hunger ol n^y people. 
These are also kinds of struggles 
with which we can learn to organize 
ourselves and to act in solidarity and 
they bring us closer to eacii other and 
help us to collect power for making | 
the revolution one day. Flections are 
one kind of struggle for us as well as 
any other and we don't tell lies to the 
people but tell them wlial we think 
about it: what can be reached by it 
and what not. Off course there are 
limits and the danger is that to the 
people happens the same as to the 
youth: if you would make them belie- 


ve that it will be possible to reach 
radical changes by this way. they 
would find out later that this is wrong 
and they would be very disappoin¬ 
ted. And there wouldn'tonly be limits 
about what a government can do but 
also for the collection of forces for 
real radical changes. The people 
wouldn't believe us any more, be¬ 
cause we do notbuiltaparadiso. be¬ 
cause WQ have told them lies. Be¬ 
cause the people are very intelli¬ 
gent. more intelligent than we all- 
together. And they think strategi¬ 
cally. If one gives them all neces¬ 
sary informations they know ex¬ 
actly what one can do and what 
not,The problem rises ifyou tell lies. 

But today in Montevideo we are con¬ 
fronted with problems similar to tho¬ 
se you have mentioned. The elec¬ 
tions have created a paradoxe situa¬ 
tion in Montevideo: whereas the 
Right governs the country we pre¬ 
sent the mayor of the most important 
city and off course there are difficul¬ 
ties. But over and above that we have 
a lot of difficulties: the bureaucratic 
machinery of this super-centralized 
city was build up and directed by tlie 
Right for hundreds of years; the fi¬ 
nancial situation of our country and 
also of the city is deplorable and the 
whole legacy is a total disaster. 

But until now we struggle against 
these problems and we still haven't 
got any serious break downs, al¬ 
though we couldn't realize all our 
plans yet. The population is also 
aware that the Left can't realize para¬ 
dise on earth only because it rules in 
Montevideo. Butthe people realize if 
you realy do everything possible or if 
you are corrupt. A very important 
thing: Not to enrich yourself, simply 
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not to steal. For a city like Montevi- 
^ deo that's already very much. 

An important request for us is the 
decentralization of the commune, 
whereby the inhabftants of the quar¬ 
ters shall be enabeled to take their 
affairs in their own hands in quarter 
meetings. We want to advance the 
direct neighbourhoodly partizipation 
in the planning, funds-placing and 
control and to subdivide this mon¬ 
strous bureaucratic administrative 
machinery into 18 smaller communi¬ 
ties where we want to give the deci¬ 
sive power into the hands of the inha¬ 
bitants also if they are members of 
the bourgeois parties. Its not impor¬ 
tant for the Right if the street lights 
are working or if we build a new 
botanic garden. But our plan to give 
the dty government into the hands of 
the quarter inhabitants is very painful 
for them. 

But another fact is that today we have 
much profounder problems than if 
we win the election in 1994 or not or 
how we should rule in Montevideo. 
By the way today there's also a 
downright absurd situation that we 
Tupamaros have to guard the casi¬ 
nos and keep them in order, the 
same casinos we attacked in the 
past 




Question: In your introdution you've 
pointed out that all kinds of struggles 
are important Do today also illegal 
forms play a part in your struggle or 
do you reject that by ideological 
reasons? 

E.F. Huidobro.Actuallythereareno 
illegal kinds of struggle. But that's 
not an ideological decision - that 
would be absurd. Itconcerns tactical 
and strategical problems that result 
from a concrete reality but surely 
never from an ideological concep¬ 
tion. If it's necessary one has to srug- 
gle illegal, one has to struggle ar¬ 
med. It's the question forthe suitable 
means. If the Left has success with 
it's work it will probably be iilegali- 
zed. Uruguay is permanently threa- 
tend of a fasdst coup. Recently a 
general said, if the Left wins the elec¬ 
tion in 1994 one can^t know what will 
happen. We have to prepare oursel¬ 
ves on that espedally by strengthe¬ 
ning our influence In the mass-move¬ 
ment. We have experiences In illegal 
workin the underground and we also 
pass on these experiences to friends 
and comrades so that they are pre¬ 
pared if it will become necessary. 
Wo bother that this threat does not 
get out of view. But the Ultraright still 
takes care for that nobody will forget 
it Beside 5 other persons Tm threa¬ 
tened with murdpr by a fascist group. 
This forces us to protect ourselves. 

TTe real power is not won at the 
day of the seizure of p>ow6r. This day 
is nothing more than the day of the 
beginning of historical justice. The 
problemsof the sodalisticrevolution 
then just start It's true that the 
power comes out of the rifle bar¬ 
rels. but it only get’s born there. 
Then the power must grow and de¬ 
velop and this is not more only a 
question of rifles. Then, when the 
rifles are in the hands of the revolutio¬ 
nary classes and the revolutionary 
parts of the sodety, the power has to 
develop. It's a necessary condition 
but not a sufficient one. The power 
will not be seized in favour of a party. 
The organs of the peoples-power 
must have the power. There the 
people have to be represented di¬ 
rectly. without any representatives in 
between. Every political party that 
wants to can become activ in these 
organs. They have to respect and to 




guarantee that everyone can take 
part And these organs of the peo- 
ples-power must controle the wea¬ 
pons. the government and the po^ 
wer. with the final aim to abolish the 
state, any kind of state. 


Question: It's very difficult for me to 
get a picture of for example from 
what the people are living; or the 
other way around: you have said that 
many people are depressed about 
the perspectivelessness of the eco¬ 
nomical conditions. How do the 
people try to solve this, manage it? 
Are that more individual attempts - 
everyone tries it for himself - or are 
there also collective attempts from 
the people themselves or from you 
as an organization? This question 
now is very general but I do not know 
much about it 

E.F. Huidobro: 1 believe that the big 
majority of the people in these coun¬ 
tries live from pure wonders. And this 
although Uruguay is a country that 
has - still -not reached such dimen¬ 
sions of massive poverty like for 
example Peru or Brasil or other 


countries where Iho concJilions are 
much worther. Bui ncverllieless I 
believe that what you can see in 
Uruguay is enough to yet an impres¬ 
sion of it 

We are used to speak of the first, liie 
second and the third world. I believe 
that to be an error because it hadn't 
been like that for along time. One 
could also speak of the fourth, the 
fifth and the sixth world because they 
do exist already. I believe it to be an 
error to use numbers in this case. 
Now. after the break-down of the 


socialism one has to pottogelher Ihe 
first and the second world. Out I be¬ 
lieve using numbers Is bad because 
It would mean that the first is the most 
important and the second is less 
important a.s.o. What I say is an as¬ 
sumption. it's not a theoretical cer¬ 
tainty. But in my view one could also 
use letters, for example world K and 
world M. Thereby one would say that 
these are two worlds, they exist to¬ 
day. they are different they are deve- 
lopping and they become more and 
more different And then you get to 
two different mankinds like two pla¬ 
nets. And 1 believe the day will come 
when it's easier to enter into a bro¬ 
therly relalionship with extraterre¬ 
strials than With an inhabitant of the 
planet M for example. I believe that 
there have already been created two 
totally different worlds that are tou¬ 
ching each other only very litUe. 
Traditonally we from the Left have 
always said that the third world is the 
expression of a crisis of capitalism. I 
think wo were wrong. I think 
the third world is a decision and 
not a crisis of capitalism. 






If you would travel to Uruguay I <X)uld 
bring you to Germanyin Uruguay. 1 
could guide you to parts of Urugayor 
to whole cities like for example Pun- 
to del Este where every person has 
its own personal computer, wtiere 
they drink french wine and scotch, 
where everyone has it's Mercedes 
Benz or it's Audi Quattro and I could 
show you a Germany that is very 
much richer than the Germany you 
can see here. I could bring you there. 
And than the christHiemocrates. the 
social-democrates and the neo-na- 
zis, all like here in Germany. And I 
would also be able to show you 
workers that belong to the working- 
Class bulearn more than a senator or 
a member of parliament There are 
yuppies and managers and trust-di¬ 
rectors. and if we went to Brasil we 
could see at least three times a small 
Switzerland there. In India there are 
surety some Switzerlands more than 
in Brasil. All that I could show you. I 
could also show you places that look 
like places all over the world, in the 
USAoratus. alsoin parts of Japan or 
even in some places of the third 
world. 

All that belongs to the world A. as we 
called it bevor. and it stands in oppo¬ 
site to the third world, as one has also 
oflenly called it And this is the world 
that has created the NATO, the Low 
Intensity Warfare conflicts, "intelli- 
genr weapons and Rapid Deploy¬ 
ment Forces (sp>ecial NATO or US- 
Iroops for quick attacks into "con¬ 
flicts") to protect themselves against 
this other world. And perhaps it has 
now been decided that Jugoslavia 
should better belong to the world K 
and that the GDR can join the world 
A. It is probable that this has been 
decided and that the money neces¬ 
sary for this will be spend so that the 
one country can go there and the 
other come here. 

I believe that all t))is depends on the 
model of neo-liberalism which is a 
beautifull utopia. It's utopian for the 
whole world and it's not managable 
for the whole world. But this is an 
utopia that knows very well that it's 
only for afew. If we nowvrould -total¬ 
ly generous - agree with capitalism 
and would say:" Come on and do it 
fulfill your premisses on world-wide 
leveF, than he will be the first to know 
that he's not able to do it Because if 
just the people in India will use so 
many cars as the germans, the planet 


couldn't stand it for only 24 hours. 
This is a model that if you v/ould re¬ 
alize it world-wide, would lead into a 
catastrophe. It even is a catastrophe. 

We as Lefts made a failure, and it 
was one of the worst, that our 
model of socialism was to be like 
the Netherlands. Capitalism has 
made us to swallow it's own uto¬ 
pia. Today Cuba tries to introduce 
bicycles because it is not longer able 
to be dependant from oil. One asks 
himself if it would not have been 
better if they have done this already 
two years after the revolution and not 
30 years later. Cuba traines tenthou- 


sands of bullocks today to substitute 
the tractors on the fields. Many theo¬ 
rists in Cuba we discussed with say: 
"So socialism has failed because it's 
the development of the productive- 
forces and we return from tractors to 
bullocks and from cars to bicycles. 
But we also know that the japan ese 
and europeans do not know any 
more what to do with their cars, 
where they should park them. Appa¬ 
rently this model we had, the model 
of a socialistic society that is or wants 
to be very similar to the capitalistic, 
has failed too. We dreamed of trac¬ 
tors and cars, of a motorized society 
and thats why we had to exchange 
sugar into oil.**ShafikHandal. acom- 
mandante of the FMLN. said, that in 
the case that the FMLN took over the 


gouvernment tomorrow they would 
have no other choice than to cultivate 
the fields with bullocks. And he said 
it with regret But in reality this is not 
only a problem of El Salvador but it 
becomes to be a problem of the 
whole mankind. And he should not 
say it with regret We have to change 
our ideological schemes. 

In my country, in this small Germany, 
the people have their private police, 
private schools, private kindergar¬ 
tens. private secondary schools, pri¬ 
vate universities. They even have 
private quarters. They have electro¬ 
nic alarm-systems and special trai¬ 


ned dogs and ail that to defend the 
border that seperates them from the 
other world that is just some corners 
around. Even the police of this old 
trumpery-bourgeois state in my 
country is no longer ingenious for 
them. Their job is still only to main¬ 
tain order on the other side of the 
border but not inside their borders. 
There is class-struggle also in this 
priviliged, so different world. You 
can't deny it there is class-struggle. 
In the other world which we have also 
very often seen with a lot of idealism, 
there is also class-struggle. I think 
that one failure we have made is that 
we did not take this reality into consi¬ 
deration. In that other world of slums, 
street-kids, casuals and of the pover¬ 
ty-cities, there is also p>olice. there is 
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also a mafia, there is also a capitalh 
Stic accuniulaiion oi surplus value. 
Dy the drug-dealer, by prostitution, 
the illegal gambles, the swirl. There 
are workers who pick up the garba¬ 
ge. there are the prostitutes, who do 
Uioir job and •• - • w 

tliose wlio OApiutl iiK’ii! liinj tj'.j oii 
and so on 1 U'lo ls .\r»u la stiug- 
gle. 

We have calloii ihir. woiiiJ liio 
world of the marginalued. ul the 
informals, but I think thereby we 
have used the language wrong 
because they aie the majority oi 
mankind. Therefor we are actually 
the others. The world lives in slum- 
cities. m favelas, in poverly anui not m 
such cities like f ieideibeiy or Karls¬ 
ruhe (german towns). And bec<iuse 
they are so many iliose people 
could, if one would be democratic 
and letthem vote, say that actually we 
are the marginalized, that we are the 
informals and that we destroy this 
planet today. T he population of the 
slums in Brasil is very very much 
bigger than thewfiole popuialion of 
Uruguay, in the slum-cities they have 
forces that are armed to the teeth. In 
1988 there was a balllo between the 
police and the drug-mafia in a quar¬ 
ter of Rio de Janeiro where tfi© mafia 
shot down a police-heiicopter wilfi a 
rocket. Those things do not come in 
the news but nevertheless tfiey exist 

In this other world - wfiich for leal is 
the actual one like I have said it and 
we are the other world - in this world 
they also have particular diseases 
like for example cholera and there 
also exists capitalism. I think ifiis is 
something wedid'twantto hear fora 
long time but which nevertheless is 
reality. This is a problem we didn't 
understand for a long time. In my 
country there are city-quarters wfiere 
the police simply does not go in any 
more. It's like one would say: If you 
want to kill each other, o.k. do it, and 
if you want to have your own disea¬ 


ses. o.k. have them. And if you want 
to have your own economy, o k have 
it and finished. We are not interested 
in all that. Only if you are to loud then 
the police intervenes and looks for 
order but does not mind any furUjor 
afterwards. 

From what these people live? 
They live from prostitution, from tfie 
garbage, from drug-dealing, also 
from smuggling, from selling some¬ 
thing as kerbstone trader. Food, han¬ 
dicraft-products. ail kinds of pro¬ 
ducts. They live because many of 
them crowd together in one house, 
so that they can live anywhere. They 
build their houses out of sheet metal, 
they squatter land if they can and than 
they struggle for it. This is the other 
world, this IS the other capitalism but 
I actually would say this is the capita¬ 
lism that IS prevailing in Dig parts of 
the world. 

Oftenly one asks himself: In which 
country, in which world does the Left 
stand? If we discuss philosophical, 
theoretical and economical catego¬ 
ries and so on. if we discuss about 
means of organizing and about 
punishment-rules, then you could 
certainly ask: in which world does the 
Left put its political vsrork? Into the 
world A or into the world 0. m which 
of both'^ And sometimes we ask 
ourselves if the eurpeanizea Lefts of 
Laiin-AmGnca and the idea of strug¬ 
gle. of liberation, of soaalism which 
finally came from Europ>e. if these 
categories are not totally unsuitable 
for the world we live in. And I assure 
to you. if I would like to describe this 
arrangement, this city, this world in a 
quarter of Montevideo, than it would 
be very difficult for me to say where I 
have been, how this country I have 
been to was alike. This can actually 
only be possible by giving examples 
to the people from this other world 
thatalso exists in our country. Only by 
that I could explain to them what this 
world is like. 


It's very iixely that that other world 
soon will come to Germany as it still 
has come to the USA. You probably 
know that meanwhile there are quar¬ 
ters with totally peculiar societies. 
There are the Chicanos. the Puerto- 
ncanios. there are also the african- 
amencansand there too are quarters 
where the police doesn t go m any 
more. A quarter with peculiar laws, 
with laws that are not written aown. 
Quarters with a peculiar behaviour- 
code and with their peculiar struggle. 
There are totally peculiar delicts, 
peculiar vice, peculiar diseases. An 
english journalist has said tiiat m- 
dead the USA have managed to 
conquer Iraq but they still have not 
managed to reconquer the Scuih- 
Bronx And that the casualties of USA 
m iraq were less than the rate of 
decease reasoned by violence in 
Detroit. Chicago or in some quaners 
of New York at the same time. I belie¬ 
ve thai you do kno*// ali this and I thtnK 
that this IS also an expression of that 
what I i iave said be (ore. 



Contribution out of the audience: 
I want to make a short remark too: 

I am the mother of a political priso¬ 
ner. I shall convey greetings from 
political prisoners here in West Ger¬ 
many. We've read your book "Me- 
morias del calabozo” (Memories of 
the gaols). And we've read how ter¬ 
rible that has been. We've also as¬ 
certained that you've not lost your 
humour. And this gives us power and 
strength too. (Applause) 































E.F. Huidobro: I want to thank 
the mother of the political priso¬ 
ner very warm and I want to plea¬ 
se her not to lose her power at all. 
Ail power that we had in these long 
years of being in jail, during which 
there was no one left in Uruguay who 
could fight for us. it have been our 
families who gave us our power and 
they have fought for us. Our families, 
mothers, fathers, brothers , systers. 
wifes, they have not only fought for 
the political prisoners, they have 
fought for yrhole Uru-guay and they 
gave to ail of us our power. 

App/si/s^ 

Question: Can you say more cono 
ret how your practical work looks 
like, for example in the favelas and in 
Montevideo, where you Ve within the 
government? And can you tell some¬ 
thing about the social struggles in 
Uruguay, for example about the 
squatting of lands, firms, houses? 

E.F. Huidobro: At the moment the 
Tupamaros work on the same tasks 
as all political organizations. We 
support the children, we do youth- 
work. we work together with tire 
unions, we work in the barrios, in all 
barrios not only in the marginalized. 
We try to achieve as much as possi¬ 
ble for our country in this difficult si¬ 
tuation. difficult for the whole Left of 
Uruguay. The weak point of the uru- 
guayaien Left is the upcountry. The 
Left has done good work in Montevi¬ 
deo and nowwe havetodothesame 
in the upcountry. This is a historical 
and as well strategical task for the 
Left. It's a very difficult task. Uruguay 
is an enormous solitude, the popula¬ 
tion lives very spreat. We have to 


conquer a descfl. wo to impio- 
ve the grade of oiyariiziny in this 
region which is still lire reserve and 
the basic of the Right in our country 
and even of the fascism. Shurely the 
others make exectly the opposite 
reflections. They plan to reconquer 
Montevideo, alarmed by the growiiry 
influence of the Left. 

Because of our new policy vis-a-vis 
our allies, we the 1 upamaros/MLN. 
are integrated into the "Movimerrlo 
per la Participation Popular**, MPP. it 
is the political power of the masses. 
Ifs planned to be broader as tfie 
MLN and to do not only election- 
work but completely the opposite. It 
co-operates in the youth-, women-, 
cultural-movementa.s.o. and carries 
through many-sided activities. We 
have founded and build-up lire MPP 
together with our comrades of other 
revolutionary Left organizations, but 
also together with many indepen¬ 
dent personalities and comrades of 
the revolutionary Left of Uruguay. 
Together we struggle with them in 
the Frente Amplio. this movement 
[MPP] is the organ of tire Left inside 
the broad front [Frente Amplio] of the 
revolutionary Left Because in the 
Frente you can find every ideological 
stream of the Left you can Imagine. 
We already do a main part of our 
basical work with the comrades of 
the MPP in common in order to act 
together with the unions, in the bar¬ 
rios. everywhere. We believe a pro¬ 
cess of unification is going on. a 
process of power-accumulation, of 
saving on forces, for not unfolding 
isolated activities because we have 
♦ a lot in common with the comrades 
and also we know each other from 
the past. We trust each other, there is 


solidarity between us. Although each 
organization that joins the MPP 
keeps its own ideological cfiaracte- 
ristics and its idendify. we neverthe¬ 
less work together closer and closer. 
In Uruguay, theonlycountiy we really 
know well, wo couldn^t imagine any 
socialism without pluralism. That is 
why we don't accept alliances with 
companions whom we throw away 
like squeezed-out lemon-pales later 
on. We do not think that any of our 
allies inside or outside the Frente 
Amplio is stupid. 

You can't talk about socialism in 
Uruguay and at the same time 
about the one and only party. 

That would be political suicide or 
you think all others are stupid. 
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In ail these years we did great 
work in the spreading of ideas. 
The history had to be reconstructed, 
it had to be written again, the truth 
about what had happened in Uru¬ 
guay had to be told. The violations of 
human-rights had to be accused: the 
atrocities done by the militaries in 
Uruguay. We had to wage a counter¬ 
offensive against this distortion- 
campaign made by the militaries for 
decades. For carrying out this enor¬ 
mous task, in my opinion one of the 
biggest of the MLN. we have built-up 
two newspapers two times a month. 
We have a very popular newspaper 
named "Mate Amargo" (bitter mate- 
tea). It's meant to be read by many 
people, also by people outside the 
MLN. The other paper is called 
"Tupamaros" and it's written for tho¬ 
se who sympathize with the Tupa¬ 
maros. Therefore both newspapers 
accomplish different functions. We 
have a radio-station (altogether the¬ 
re are 44 radio-stations in Uruguay). 
Today it's nearly the only left-wing 
radio in Uruguay. We have not used 
this radio onlyfor our own intentions. 
The radio is a very powerfull mass- 
media. It has always been an open 
radio which could be used by the 
whole Left in Uruguay and not only by 
the Tupamaros, And the Left knows 
that here they have a tribune they can 
use also If they are not part of the 
MLN. During the last time we have 
written a lot of books and they sell 
very well in Uruguay, they have even 
been honoured with prices, some 
have won the highest prices for lite¬ 
rature. especially in the genre eye¬ 
witness reports and nearly all have 
been bestsellers in Uruguay. We 
have a record-label that is also deter¬ 
mined to spread certain asp>ects of 
our peoples culture, especially of 
folk-songs. And we have founded a 
video-dub for the spreading of good 
films but which also has documenta¬ 
ry films and alternative film-mate¬ 
rials. 

By this we have built-up a net that 
consists of many "enterprises" that 
all serve for the spreading of ideas, 
informations and of political ideas. 
This is an enourmeous battle we 
strike rhonth by month. To keep the 
radio in motion demands big offe¬ 
rings from us. On the whole the other 


enterprises pay their way. some 
even bring profits but the radio is a 
pure loosing business. This means 
that we finance it by the solidarity, the 
help of the people, with culture-festi¬ 
vals. The radio is an enormous fac¬ 
tor of costs for the MLN. but because 
it's a trench of highest imtx^rtance for 
the struggle we do everything to sol¬ 
ve the financial problems und to 
keep the radio on transmission. 

Today the work in the marginalized 
barrios and in the quarters of the 
poor is the most important work we 
do. There it is at stake to help the 
land-squatters to build their houses 
and to support them also in their 
demands, lor that they cannot be 
expelled and their claim to the squat- 
tered estates will be admitted. This 
is a process of more and more gro¬ 
wing extend. Exactly these people 
need our help because they are 
threatened above all by the always 


possible expulsion from their squat¬ 
ted estates. They built their paltry 
houses at heavy offerings. Then in 
the marginalized barrios tfiere's 
done the typical work that'll always 
be done. This is the common kitchen 
for the eating, sometimes a feeding 
for the children but not for the adults; 
health-centers for the medical provi¬ 
sion of the worst emergenaest ca¬ 
ses and all kinds of social work. Ac¬ 
tually the political Left works in these 
marginalized barrios but also the 
churches do so, at least a lot of sec¬ 
tors and institutions. But the reality 
looks like that the problem is so big 
and so serious that this work cannot 
solve the problems. But it primary 
tries to teach something to the 
people, to unite them so that they 
organize themselves and take the 
defending of their interests into 
their own hands and finally strug¬ 
gle to change that situation, they 
are in, from the very base. 
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INTERNATIONAL DISCUSSION/ USA 


INTERVIEW WITH DHORUBA BIN WAHAD 


Are you able to say something about the 
political background of the riots in 
Washington D.C. ? 

When you mean political riots in W.D.C. 
you mean the recent riots? - 

Yes, last weeks and the weeks before. 

Well, I was out of N.Y. during the riots, I 
was in the country side during the recent 
riots. However in the U.S. practically 
every year one black community in one 
section of the nation goes up in arms and 
rebells against the oppressive system of 
racism in the U.S.. This is because the 
conditions the black people live in the 
U.S., the majority of black people, are 
very dismal conditions. The black com¬ 
munities are the victims of a police bm- 
tality, a vicious police brutality. The black 
men and women are beat and murdered on 
a regular basis in the U.S. and very sel¬ 
dom are the police ever brought to justice. 
Racist gangs attack black youth, attack 
black people as they did in N.Y., where 
two black men were killed, one in each 
incident. In the situation in D.C. a black 
man was brutalisied brutally beaten by the 
police in front of everyone. And than the 
police of course says, they were the vic¬ 
tims of a physical attack. The D.C. com¬ 
munity was just outraged then. My under¬ 
standing is that this paticular community 
was not even an entirly black community, 
it was a community that was comprised of 
black people, latinos and other national 
minorities. 

We are seeing in the U.S. a consolidation 
of right wing power that perhaps its un¬ 
precedented in the history of that country. 
This consolidation of right wing power has 


led to an extrem racist reaction to grass- 
root activities of a part of national mi¬ 
norities and people of color. We can ex¬ 
pect in the future to have similar riots in 
other cities. A year before last there where 
riots in Florida in the black community in 
Miami, there where riots the year before 
that in Miami, there were riots in L.A.. 
The conditions in the black co mmun ity, 
the conditions of poverty , in adequate 
housing, wide spread drugaddiction and 
drugtrafficing have led to a situation of 
hopelessness on the part of many black 
people. The unemployment rate in the 
black community today is almost three 
times the national average. The prisons are 
full of black youth. Infant mortality in the 
black community is raising. These con¬ 
dition correspond to an increasing eco¬ 
nomic crisis in the U.S. as well. And we 
know from experience that whenever in 
the U.S. is an economic crisis, black 
people, people of color and poor people 
suffer the most. So, the recent riots, 
although they were an initial response to 
police brutality, have deeper social and 
economic ramifications, than at first it 
appears. 

What's left from the anti-war-movement 
after the official end of the war in the 
gulf? 

Sadly we have to say, if we want to be 
objectiv, that the ruling elite, the inter¬ 
national ruling class, that supported 
George Bushes adventure in the middle 
east, where immensly successful this 
particular time around. And we should 
learn from that. It's clear that George Bush 
• interned to go to war in the Persian Gulf 
regardless of what Saddam Hussein would 
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have done. And by that I mean regardless 
of wheather he would have with-drawn of 
Kuwait or not. This was because it is very 
necessary for the U.S. to protect its mili¬ 
tary power into that region, into set an 
example to other third world nation how 
think that they can threaten the vital re- 
sorces of the U.S. and the european nation 
states. Saddam Hussein of course is a re¬ 
actionary, and if he did not exist I'm quite 
sure that George Bush and the mling elits 
of europe would have invented him. But 
what is so sad about all of this, is that 
anti-war-movement in the U.S., unlike the 
anti-war-movement in the 60ies, lacked a 
political clarity, lacked a militancy and 
was divided, effectivly divided by the 
ruling class. You beared how many of the 
peace-demonstrators called for the end of 
the war, but supported the troops. Of 
course one can not speak about ending an 
unjust war, and at the same time saying 
that you support the troops who are fight¬ 
ing it. Military is an instrument of the 
state power and the state in this case func¬ 
tions of an instrument of the mling elite. 
So a more correct position would have 


been, to oppose the war and to support the 
troops who refuse to fight. But that has 
may be, what it happened was, that there 
was an militant anti-war-movement that 
you beared very little about. In the first 
few days of the war for instants hundreds 
of thousands of people took to the streets 
in the U.S.. In San Fransisco crowds of 
50000 or more are stormed the federal 
buildings and sezed and they had to be 
ejected by the police. In N.Y.C. I was 
present at a demonstration that exceeded 
50 000, 60 000 people on a irregular basis. 
All during the first week of the war. In 
Washington D.C. I spoke at a peace de¬ 
monstration - I think it was the second 
week of the war, of the shooting war - 
there were over 80 000 people there in 
Washington D.C. and on a similar event, 
the follwing week almost a quarter of a 
million people. So there was a mass of 
outbring of militant opposition to the war 
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that the media effectively blacked people 
from seeing. But at the same time we have 
to look critically at ourselves. Our failure, 
when I say our, I'm talking about the ra¬ 
dicals in the United States and especially 
the black revolutionary forces, failed to 
present a coherent analysis in time before 
the war broke out into conflict, failed to 
establish a coherent picture in view of that 
whole situation. That failure of course can 
be laid at the doorstep ot these organisa¬ 
tions that have not done effective organi¬ 
sing-work in the community. So we see 
that our inability or failure to organise 
people on the streets, on the grass-roots, 
on the basic level automatically leeds to 
adventures, foreign policy adventures by 
governments and if these foreign policy 
adventures shorten duration, if they can 
control the opinion of the media, then they 
will be successful. And George Bush did 
all of the right things as far as they were 
concerned, he controlled information from 
the Persian Gulf, the media acted as 
cheer-leaders for the war, the military, 
realizing that its budget will be cut in 
times of fiscal crisis, acted with uncon¬ 
tested seal in carrying out the war. They 
murdered hunderts of thousants of people 
in indiscriminate bombing of Iraqi people 
and now today they're occupiing portions 
of Iraq and various puppet-regimes in that 
region are being bolstered and supported 
by the US-military presence and their 
participation in the war. So we have a se¬ 
rious problem now. Of couse, United Sta¬ 
tes Secretary of State, Baker, in his recent 
trips to that region, in trying to follow up 
in their success in bring about a, or broke 
(?) a regional peace agreement that will 
insure or enshrine the status quo, has be¬ 
gun to make noises to the effect that his 
work is not bearing fruit. So we know that 
a solution to this area is not forthcoming 
based on US-internvention in a region. In 
fact now it's clear to all of us, and it 
should be clear to many of the people in 
the Middle East, who their real friends are 
and who their real enemies are. And I 


think that the greatest thing that we can 
get out of this war, as far as we are 
concerned, is a sharpener contradiction 
between the reactionary regimes and the 
masses of the poor people in the Middle 
East. And clearly the war now is going to 
move into a new face and this new face is 
going to be one that George Bush and his 
henchmen will not easily extract themsel¬ 
ves from. 

How do you as revolutionary men and 
women work in the black communities 
against the drugs, against the drug- 
dealers? What actions, what propaganda 
are you carrying out? 

Well, my primary work in the movement 
is off course around the issue of political 
prisoners, however that issue is not dis¬ 
connected from other political work in the 
community, because politcal prisoners are 
only the results of repression against peo¬ 
ples movements. And the work in the 
black community around drugs is proceed¬ 
ing on a number of levels at the same 
time. Off course the first level is to deal 
with the physical problem of drug distri¬ 
bution, after all you must understand the 
drugs and the drags (?) distribution in the 
black communities and in the poor com¬ 
munities have become an alternative eco¬ 
nomic system. There are not enough jobs 
in the U.S. for people of colour, for poor 
people, for young people, who have been 
dropped out of school, because of the 
miseducation that they have received. 
There are not enough jobs for these people 
and the drugs offer a quick solution to a 
very serious economic crisis. So, to clear 
the community of drugs is a very difficult 
task, especially when you have a situation 
where very young men and women are 
making thousands and thousands of dollars 
a week selling drugs. So the first task is to 
create drug free zones in the black com¬ 
munities by pushing the drugdealers out of 
particular neighbourhoods. I've worked 
with various groups and individuals. 
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mainly the moslems, who are the major 
ones involved in carrying out anti-drug 
patrols in the black community. They've 
been very succesfull in clearing drug- 
dealers away from a particular neighbour¬ 
hood. But then once the drugdealers are 
ran out of a particular neighbourhood, 
which isn't that difficult to do, of course 
they move a few blocks away. They move 
to the oute limited (?) of your patrols and 
then they reinstate, you know, their dmg 
business. But once a drugdealer is out of 
your neighbourhood the real question of 
organisation begins. What do you do now? 
We have found that just to rid the com¬ 
munity of dmgdealers is not sufficient. If 
you cannot begin to offer an alternative to 
drug distribution, to that level of the black 
community that is seeking employment. 
That's the first thing. The second is that 
you must understand that the majority of 
the houses in the black community are 
substanded housing. Many of the drugs or 
dealers in the crack scene, are in abandon- 
ned buildings. Some of them are in build¬ 
ings in which the tenants are comletely 
intimidated by the dmg-dealers and their 
gangs. So a follow up to dealing with this, 
of course is to get people to understand 
that these buildings have to be taking over, 
rhey have to be utilized and they have to 
be renovated and reconstituted. And this is 
where it's very important to initiate squats, 
to put people into the buildings so that 
they can become a presence in the build¬ 
ings, so that even if the patrols where to 
stop, the dmgdealers could not come back 
in the building and utilise it. A problem 
however, is been that many of the groups 
that are involved in the anti-dmgs cam¬ 
paign, collaborate more with the police, in 
order to get rid of the dmgs. This is un¬ 


fortunate because the police do not repre¬ 
sent the interest of poor, black people and 
this has historically been prooven. The 
people that work with the police off course 
lack clear politics, if they have any politcs 
at all. Their major target are the dmgs, 
black people who are being sujected to the 
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plague of the drugs, often call for more 
police in the black communities, to protect 
them. This is a difficult thing to deal with, 
because we have to show people, that po¬ 
lice are not the solution, indeed they are a 
part of the problem. That the police have 
historically aided and abetted drug dis¬ 
tribution in the black community. This is 
the difficult task, however the police make 
it somewhat easier, because they are so 
racist and so brutal, and people can see 
that you are just trading one evil off for 
another. But the drugsdealers are ruthless, 
they are extremely heavy armed and in 
many cases they outnumber the progressi¬ 
ve people. So to get rid of them means 
that you have to have a serious physical 
presence and you have to follow that up 
with a serious programm of social devel¬ 
opment in the black community. 
Unfortunately organisations and various 
groups who are willing to do this, lack 
adequate funding and material resources to 

make a serious . in the drugtraffic and 

-trade. It's just so unfortunate that the 
drug dealers have access to a greater vari¬ 
ety of weapons and arms than the peoples 
forces do. None the less in many cities we 
have managed in the bkack movement to 
push drugs out of particular areas of the 
community. But I think that is just a stop 
gap solution, off course the ultimate solu¬ 
tion is to be able to organize black people 
block by block, street by street and declare 
liberated zones in these inner cities. And 
these liberated zones have to be much like 
the No Go zones in Belfast. In which the 
only time that the police or the militaries 
come into this areas is in strength. We 
have to develop our own infrastructure in 
the black communities and this is very 
difficult to do. So, the work against drugs 
at this particular point is, altough we have 
an concrete analysis of it, the fact that we 
have few resources and very little material 
assistance makes it very problematical and 
difficult to deal with. So I don't think that 
the problem of drugs is going to abate or 
diminish in the future. Historically the 


Black Panther Party and The Black Liber¬ 
ation Army had made it a point to fight 
dmgdealers and drug distibution in the 
black community. We were at that parti¬ 
cular time better organized and better co¬ 
ordinated in certain respects, but our 
movement was under extreme attack and 
part of the attack of course, included the 
introduction of drugs into the black com¬ 
munity. Today that introduction has 
reached an all time level of institutionali¬ 
zation. Many of the drug distribution cen¬ 
ters in the black community have been in¬ 
stitutionalized. When a child grows up in 
the black community it's confrontated with 
drug distribution places from the beginn¬ 
ing, it's simply part of their lives. 

How do you deal with culture in your 
political work? 

Well, as far as I'm concerned, the only 
culture that is worth retaining or main¬ 
taining or perpetuating is a revolutionary 
culture. By this is meant that we see in the 
U.S., that to be black culturally is not suf¬ 
ficient. By that is meant that as black peo¬ 
ple, as people of colour in a society erec¬ 
ted upon white skin male privilege, to be 
anything less than revolutionary is to be a 
partner in your own oppression. So we 
have a saying that to be black is not suffi¬ 
cient. That accompaning our black aware¬ 
ness and cultural consciousness has to be 
a revolutionary consciousness, a willing¬ 
ness and an analyses that is aimed at des¬ 
troying the existent relationships in the 
U.S.A.. Now this is a pretty strong pro¬ 
position and as you can well imagine, it 
meets with considerable resistance from 
the black middle-class who have no prob¬ 
lem in identifying themselves as black 
today. They wear all of the accoutrements 
of black consciousness, they wear the 
cantycloth (like a palestinecloth, but afri- 
can), shirts, they wear the african print 
material, their hair in dreadlocks or what 
* ever the case may be. To them that is the 
expression of africaimess, their blackness 
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and it's sufficient. Of course we know 
from history, that cantycloths will not stop 
the bullets of the fascist police, we know 
that dreadlocks or an afro will not cause 
the billy-clubs of the racist cops to bounce 
of our heads, and therefor we have to have 
a different approach. Cultural-nationalism 
has always been a sign of increased 
awareness and consciousness in a people. 
Awareness and consciousness of themsel¬ 
ves of their history. Of course the enemy, 
the ruling class, can take this conscious¬ 
ness and co-opt it. Frantz Fanon talks 
about in the pitfalls of national con¬ 
sciousness, just how this is done, in 
"wretched of the earth". That psycholo¬ 
gical approach is still used today. We have 
pictures, we have movies, where black 
people are portrayed in a light that is 
reactionary and that is in fact racist. Some 
of the movies that are coming out now, the 
movies by Spike Lee and a recent movie 
"new jack city", are classic examples of 
how the hunger of black people to see 
themselves portrayed in the mass-culture, 
has lead to certain individuals, perpetua¬ 
ting racist notions and reactionary posi¬ 


tions. So revolutionary culture nas to De 
the type of culture that contends with the 
existing reactionary culture at every point, 
around every issue. For instance, if the 
reactionary culture is a culture that in 
many ways perpetuates ideas and concepts 
of sexism, the revolutionary culture must 
impower women, must call into question 
all actions of sexist behaviour on the part 
of the activists and organisations and the 
people, who would hear to this culture. If 
the reactionary culture makes the econo¬ 
mic system the framework im which we 
interact with eachother, and as a conse¬ 
quence we act with eachother in an ex¬ 
ploitive way; than a revolutionary culture 
has to perpetuate ideas and concepts and 
interactions based on cooperation, based 
on expressions of self-value. So we are in 
the U.S., we are besieged by a 
mass-culture, and when I say a mass-cul¬ 
ture, I mean a culture that has taken 
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everything and co-opted it. It has taken 
the long hair of the radicals and the hip¬ 
pies of the sixties and co-opted it. Now 
you have businessmen and Wallstreet ban¬ 
kers, who have relatively long hair. It has 
taking the wearing of earrings and earpins 
and the cutting of ones hair fashions re¬ 
miniscent of african tribes and co-opted it, 
untill you have today some of the 
arch-reactionaries in the world, on 
television with earrings in their ears and 
fancy haircuts. The police in New York 
city for instance, there weis a time when 
no-one would talk to the police on the 
streets, nobody in the black community. 
Now today it's not unusual to see people 
talking to the police, children talking to 
the police. It's not unusual to see the 
police with earrings in their ears and 
hip-hop haircuts, you see. And the police 
listen to Public Enemy and other hip-hop, 
just like anybody else does. This is the 
harmonisation of culture, the co-optation 
of culture. So, one of the things that I've 
been doing is to relate to the people invol¬ 
ved in the cultural struggle. That may be 
singers, poets, dancers, even hip-hop mu¬ 
sicians, and try to raise their political con- 
scienceness so that they can translate that 
political conscienceness into their artform, 
into their music. And, as you well know, 
when you look at something like hip-hop 
or rap music, first of all the kids, the 
young folk don't call it rap, they call it 
hip-hop. When you look at hip-hop you 
see it came out of the ghettos. It was an 
expression of rebelliousness by young men 
and women who were completely margi¬ 
nalized by mainstream society. They de¬ 
vised their own approach to music, they 
even went back into the origin of black 
music, to pull out old beats and old 
rhythms from old rhythm and blues re¬ 
cords. And they put their experiences in 
their raps over these rhythm tracks. 

Well we see today that we have groups 
like Vanilla Ice, white groups that call 
themselves "Young Black Boys". Whe 
have the total co-optation of this genre of 


music by the establishment. We have 
groups that spread a message of total 
material consumption, hatred of women, of 
sexism, of mindless nihilism and violence. 
These groups are the ones that get all of 
the airplay. These are the groups that win 
the awards. It's the MC Hammer's and the 
—what's this other fool's name..I lost it for 
now- who get the awards and are the ones 
that are touted as the talented hip-hop art¬ 
ists. Meanwhile there are hundreds, literal¬ 
ly hundreds —I know at least a dozen in 
New York City alone- that are political. 
They make great music. But they can't get 
a record contract, they can't get exposure, 
you see. So it's very important for activists 
to influence those cultural forms that peo¬ 
ple relate to, by influencing the artists. 
What I have found is that many of these 
rap artists are very receptive to a political 
message, especially if it comes from 
someone they respect. The thing of course 
is access and taking time out to educate 
them. So culture is very important in the 
black community in the United States be¬ 
cause black people have always expressed 
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their individuality and their uniqueness 
through their culture, and this expression 
inevitably has been taken and absorbed by 
the white majority culture and diluted. 
Like, for instance, if you see many of the 
styles of dressing today that you see 
coming out of the United States, are styles 
that originated in prison. These styles 
originated in PRISON! And they were 
taken up by young black men, mostly, in 
the ghettos and popularised by them, and 
from there it was taken up by the white 
majority culture and made into high fash¬ 
ion and popularised. 

So, if something is revolutionary, you can 
believe that the society -that is reactio¬ 
nary- cannot co-opt it. This is why I be¬ 
lieve that certain genres of rock music 
have eluded this co-optation. But it's very 
important to understand that culture is 
something in the black community that 
black people relate to very, very strongly. 
And right now the greatest sentiment of 


nationalism in the black community is a 
cultural nationalism. 

You were in prison for nineteen years. 
What did you need to not just survive but 
to live and to deal with the isolation and 
torture? 

Well, it's hard to try to explain how one 
survives politically in prison, under any 
conditions for that matter. This is one of 
the reasons why, when I meet a political 
prisoner who has spent some time in pris¬ 
on, I feel an affinity, a relationship that I 
don't always feel with other comrades. It's 
not that I don't feel an affinity or relation¬ 
ship with other comrades, it's just there are 
certain things that you can explain to the 
other person and they'll look at you and 
they understand. 

To survive for a political person, a politi¬ 
cal prisoner in the US or perhaps in Ger¬ 
many or Italy or anywhere, to survive with 
their politics and principles intact means, 
that every day in prison is a struggle to 
maintain their identity. And of course the 
system wants to convince you that you're 
nothing but a common criminal, that your 
politics are not worthy of such monumen¬ 
tal sacrifice. The way I survived in prison 
was by struggling to insure that the reality 
of my jailers did not become my ultimate 
reality. They wanted me to think in terms 
of the prison, in terms of everything they 
did and the power they had, where as I 
thought in terms of why I came to prison, 
what I believed in, what I stood for. And 
I tried to manifest that in everything that I 
did, in relationship to other inmates, other 
prisoners and in relationship to the prison 
officials themselves. Of course there were 
times when I felt very lonely, human. 
There were times when I felt extremely 
vulnerable and isolated, especially when 
the movement for black liberation was at 
it's lowest point and there was very little 
support for political prisoners. This is the 
reason why, since I've come out. I've been 
working unceasingly in the effort to bring 
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the issue of political prisoners to the inter¬ 
national arena. Because there are men and 
women around the world who are in pris¬ 
on, who've been in prison for long periods 
of time, who have to have a champion out 
here, who have to have a movement out 
here dedicated to freeing them. They can 
withstand anything that the state throws at 
them as long as they know that someone 
has picked up their struggle and that the 
movement continues and that we hold 
them up as our true heroes and she-roes. 
This is the problem. The problem is that 
we have failed to make those individuals 
that have made the ultimate sacrifice poli¬ 
tical imprisonment our true models of she- 
roes and heroes. And we have permitted 
the enemy to put forward individuals that 
are reactionary as models of heroes and 
sheroes. One of the things that disturbed 
me most in my travels around the country 
is that the majority of black students didn't 
knew the names of any black political 
prisoner. This was the objective of the 
Counter Intelligence Program, to make 
sure that one generation could not pass on 
the experiences of the struggle to the next. 
This is why the leaders in the Red Army 
Fraction in Germany were exterminated in 
prison. So that their example could not 
serve as a beacon for the next generation 
of radicals in Germany. This is the reason 
why the IRA is so successful! in it's 
struggle. It has managed to overcome the 
image problem that any movement suffers 
when it has no control over the media. In 
the US, the survival of the political pris¬ 
oner in prison is a very difficult proposi¬ 
tion at best, because the US does not ad¬ 
mit it has political prisoners. Therefore it 
treats the political prisoner differently than 
the social prisoner, but it makes like that 
treatment is being accorded to the political 
prisoner solely because they are a discipli¬ 
nary problem, solely because they are a 
security problem, because they are dan¬ 
gerous or terrorists. The fact of the matter 
is that the prison officials are afraid of the 
political prisoner. They are afraid that the 


political prisoner might infect the social 
prisoner with his or her ideas. And this 
was the work of the political prisoner, in 
prison, to recruit new cadres into the 
movement. In the US for instance, when 
we were first arrested from 1971 to 1973, 
the US government instituted a program 
called the Prison Activist Program, 
PRISAC for short. This program was 
aimed at tracking the political prisoners 
while they were in prison, and determining 
who were their friends and their relation¬ 
ships and their visitors, so that when they 
came out of prison, when these other pris¬ 
oners they educated came out, they could 
be targeted for neutralisation. Many of the 
brothers that we send out of prison in the 
early '70s and '80s were mysteriously as¬ 
sassinated by, we believe government of¬ 
ficials. And to this day, many of their 
murderers have never been brought to jus¬ 
tice. So, the government understands that 
a true revolutionary and a true political 
prisoner will struggle within the context of 
whatever conditions they find themselves 
in, to put forward their values, to put for¬ 
ward their principles. This is why isolation 
is such an important instrument to the 
state. To isolate the prisoner from infect¬ 
ing other people with their ideas of radical 
change. 

What are the important points for you in 
rebuilding your organisations, the black 
liberation movement? What steps do you 
plan to take and what have you learned 
from your history? 

The major points of the reconstruction of 
the black liberation movement in our view 
is to build principled organisations, is to 
build unity based upon principles rather 
than unity based upon expedience. There is 
no such thing as unprincipled unity. Un¬ 
principled unity, of course, caimot with¬ 
stand repression, unprincipled unity in¬ 
evitably leads to sectarianism and oppor- 
' tunism. We've learned that from history. 
Right now, I am involved with the cam- 
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pain to free black political prisoners in the 
US. We are just starting out as an organi¬ 
sation, we're building from the bottom up. 
We have as our main focus the struggle to 
raise the conscienceness of people around 
the issue of political prisoners, to organise 
to save the lives of political prisoners who 
are in danger, such as Mumia Abu Jamahl 
and Bashir Abdul Hameed, two former 
members of the Black Panther Party who 
have been in prison for several years, one 
of whom is in death row and the other 
whom is in solitary confinement under 
life-threatening conditions. 

We feel that there is no organisation in the 
black movement that has as it’s primary 
priority the freedom of political prisoners. 
And we feel that the freedom of political 
prisoners, the issue of political repression, 
is relevant to every segment of the move¬ 
ment and to every tendency in the black 
community that seeks to bring about some 
kind of change. Political repression by the 
state is the number one evil that faces the 
citizens of this world. We therefore feel 
that to organise around freedom for poli¬ 
tical prisoners means that we have to or¬ 
ganise around a number of other issues 
that are equally as important or in many 
cases, broader issues that affect more 
people. But that the issue of political 
prisoners is something that we caimot for¬ 
get. I thing the lesson of the 
South-Africans clearly shows that, when a 
movement is principled, it will put forward 
the freedom of it's political prisoners as a 
prerequisite to any type of negotiations 
with a reactionary status quo. 

We all know about Nelson Mandela, be¬ 
cause the South-African movement made 
it known that nothing could go forward 
until Nelson Mandela and the political 
prisoners were set free. 

As we sit here today speaking, the fact 
that the political prisoners have not been 
set free in South-Africa is a major 
sticking-point in any kind of moving for¬ 
ward, in any negotiations in that region. 
So a movement that does not demand the 


freedom of it's political prisoners is not a 
movement worthy of any type of credibili¬ 
ty. Because the political prisoners are the 
history of the movement. And if you deny 
your own history then you're denying 
yourself. So we see as a major point of 
reconstruction the building of an organi¬ 
sation that focuses on political prisoners. 
The lessons that we have learned from the 
past are many. Because we are constrained 
by time, I think I should point to the les¬ 
sons that are foremost, the primary ones. 
Of course the primary lesson from the past 
is how dangerous, and how destructive 
sexism is to a movement. We have real¬ 
ised, that as black people we can't liberate 
ourselves if we marginalise half of the 
black population who happen to be female. 
We also realised that sexism plays into the 
hands of the enemy. The enemy, the op¬ 
pressor, the exploiter, the racist who con¬ 
trol the modem nation-states today rely 
upon three things in order to maintain their 
power and control. They rely of course 
upon control of the social wealth of socie¬ 
ty, of the technological instruments of 
production. They rely upon the domination 
of the working class people and the mani¬ 
pulation of their conscienceness. Secondly, 
they rely on white-skin privilege, the no¬ 
tion that white people are somehow supe¬ 
rior and more civilised than other people 
of colour and therefore have a manifest 
destiny to do what they do in the world. In 
the US this is very very prominent because 
the US has evolved as a nation from the 
notion of white-skin privilege. It's very 
important to understand that the Founding 
Fathers of the US were white males who 
owned slaves and who yet said that the 
Constitution declared that all men were 
created equal. And they said "men" not by 
mistake! And they excluded Native Ame¬ 
ricans and black people not by mistake! So 
the entire concept of the United States of 
America as a democracy was based upon 
white-skin privilege. The democracy was 
only meant to apply to white males. Power 
was only meant to go to white males. So it 
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is upon white-skin privilege and class 
domination that the modern state exists as 
we know it. 

And the final, and it may prove to be the 
most important leg that the modem na¬ 
tion-state rests upon, is the marginalisa¬ 
tion of women. The hatred and fear of 
women. The control over women's bodies 
and the womb. The ability to control the 
production of soldiers and workers. This 
sexism, racism and classism are the basis 
of all the ills that we face today under the 
modem nation-state. 

And so, the lessons that we learned from 
the past showed us, that our analyses and 
practice had to include, as part of our 
program, a conscious effort to purge our 
forces and our movement of all ideas of 
classism, sexism and racism. This was a 
very important thing, and sexism has pro¬ 
ven to be the most destmctive, one of the 
most divising elements in constmcting a 
movement. 

Another component, a lesson which we 
learned from history, was the importance 
of collective leadership. We learned that 
when you fail to implement an institute, 
mechanisms of collective control, certain 
individuals and certain groups of indivi¬ 
duals can take control over a movement 
and misdirect it. So collective leadership is 
a principle that we realize is extremely 
important to a progressive or revolutionary 
or radical movement. But we have also 
learned that we can not organise ourselves 
effectively if people do not take individual 
responsibility for certain tasks. That in¬ 
dividual responsibility, of course, has to 
relate back to a collective. 

So these two things, the necessity for col¬ 
lective leadership and the necessity to fight 
sexism and empower women in our strug¬ 
gle have been the greatest lessons we have 
learned from the past. 

What takes you to Europe, and what are 
your first impressions of it from this and 
your previous journeys? 


This is my third time in Europe, and, yes, 
my impressions... 

Well, I'm encouraged by what I see in Eu¬ 
rope, because I think there is a tradition of 
radical struggle in the European metropo- 
les that has been exploited by the traditio¬ 
nal and institutional instruments of states 
such as the Soviet Union. I think that you 
have a radical tradition, a leftist tradition 
that did not view legality of the limits of 
struggle. But, they have been ostracized 
and marginalised by the traditional left, by 
the old left that felt they were part of the 
system. I have criticised European leftists 
in the past, as being the loyal opposition. 
By this I meant that, whenever it came to 
the issue of armed struggle in the colony, 
whenever it came to the issue of people of 
colour killing the compatriots of the white 
left, or the European left, the European left 
all of a sudden became pacifists. The Eu¬ 
ropean left all of a sudden backed away 
from supporting the national liberation 
movements, with few exceptions. I don't 
want to make an absolute statement and 
say that everyone in the European left was 
this way because that would be inaccurate. 
There are a number of groups and organi¬ 
sations that did not back away from sup¬ 
porting the liberation movements in Afri¬ 
ca, Asia and Latin America and indeed put 
their lives on the line in supporting these 
movements. But this tradition in the left of 
supporting liberation movements is not the 
tradition that became the popular trend. 
Altough it is the most courageous tradi¬ 
tion, it is the tradition that has now been 
labelled terroristic, that has been isolated 
and that has been repressed. In the United 
States, it was the same thing. In the US 
we have many progressive and white left¬ 
ist organisations that are very racist. 
Perhaps that sounds like a contradiction, to 
be progressive and to be racist. What I 
mean is, that these organisations embrace 
progressive causes when those causes do 
not require that they support people of 
colour at home. What comes to mind im¬ 
mediately, of course, is the support 
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movements for Central America. These are 
predominantly white leftist organisations 
and they have very few, if any, black peo¬ 
ple in leadership or in the organisations 
yet still they support movements of peop¬ 
le of colour in Latin America. They see no 
contradiction in the fact that they do not 
sup-port the liberation movements of 
black people right there in the United 
States. This is very important to un¬ 
derstand, because one of the primary re¬ 
sponsibilities of the left in the metropoles 
is to supply material resources to the 
struggles in the thirld world, of people of 
colour, to siphon off from the exploiting 
nations some of the products, goods and 
materials towards the thirld world libera¬ 
tion movements to enable them to fight 
their fights. The greatest value of the 
Soviet Union in the war in South East 
Asia was to supply the Vietnamese people 
with material where with to defeat the US 
on the battlefield. Much is the same today. 
I think that the greatest contribution that 
the left in the metropoles can make today 
is to not only build concrete and strong 
movements that influence their nation's 
foreign policy, as I indicated in a talk 
earlier, but also to raise as much material 
as possible in order to support the liber¬ 
ation movements of black people in the 
US and in the thirld world. This is very 
very important. 

My reasons for coming to Europe is to 
bring the message to the European left that 
at this point in time, given the historical 
conditions that we face, given the objecti¬ 
ve conditions that we face today, that have 
grown out of historical contradictions, the 
greatest need and necessity for the left in 
Europe today is to build a new radical In¬ 
ternational. I think that unless all of the 
radical elements in Europe and in other 
areas of the world -but I'm here in Europe 
so I am speaking to Europe- come togeth¬ 
er to form a new International then they 
each will be destroyed and marginalised 
separately. We have to be very realistic. 
The old International of so-called socialist 


and progressive nations has collapsed and 
has failed the masses of people. It's up to 
the radical communities to build a new In¬ 
ternational and I think that one of the most 
significant factors in building this is to do 
work in every respective metropole around 
political repression and to unify that work 
in a way that will have international im¬ 
pact. 

Thanks for the interview. Would you like 
to end with something important to you? 

Yes. The trip to Europe has been at the 
expense of comrades in other places. We 
are all of course strapped or have very few 
resources. And I think that the greatest re¬ 
source that progressive and revolutionary 
people have, of course, is eachother. While 
I do not want to minimize that, I think it 
is very important that we in the United 
States, who do work around political pris¬ 
oners, get as much material aid as we can, 
or any kind of assistance we can from fra¬ 
ternal forces here in Europe. So what I 
would like to ask is that organisations, 
groups or individuals who are willing to, 
and who can, make concrete contributions 
to the campain to free black political pris¬ 
oners by contacting me at this following 
address: 

Dhoruba bin Wahad 

294 Atlantic Avenue 
Brooklyn 

11201 New York N.Y. 

Any donations, checks (made out to the 
above) are urgently required, so that the 
work can continue. 

People who can raise money to get me, or 
someone else, over to speak at venues, 
universities etc. are urged to do so. 
Unfortunately the reactionary forces in the 
US have absolutely no shortage of funds. 
We, on the other hand, have only each- 
other. We need as much support and help 
‘ as possible. 

Thank you. 
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RESISTANCE MOVEMENTS IN THE US 

"We are learning. We are changing. We are growing. We preserve. 

We win !" Mumia Abu-Jamal 


The following text is an attempt to give a short 
overview about the situation of the resistance move¬ 
ments in the US since the official "defeat" of Iraq in 
March. This thext will be about the issues that the 
Puerto Rican independence movement, the African 
American resistance, the Native Americans, the wo¬ 
men’s movement, the lesbian struggle, the gay 
movement and the white resistance are dealing with 
right now, and about how the increasing racism, 
sexism, nationalism and the economic decline are 
affecting the situation and the conditions for the 
people and the resistance in the US. 

During the last ten years we In West-Europe have 
almost exclusively focussed on the imperialist politics 
of the US-government especially In the Trikont (the 
three continents Africa, Asia and Latin-America), 
and In that we have often forgotten that It will be the 
internal contradictions and the struggles of the 
people in the US - the struggle of the Native Ameri¬ 
cans for their land and self-determination, the inde¬ 
pendence struggle of the Puerto Rican women and 
men, the liberation struggle of the African Ameri¬ 
cans, the struggle of the Hispanics and Mexicanos 
for the land that was stolen from them, the resistan¬ 
ce of women against the repressive abortion politics 
etc. - which will ultimately bring the US-empire 
down. 

We thing, that it is Important, to get informations 
about the resistance movement and the daily lifes of 
the people in the "belly of the beast", and that we 
are not satisfied with the propaganda's lies. We want 
to search for points where our resistance can come 
together. One precondition for that Is to build an ex¬ 
change of informations between us, which enables 
us to learn from our experiences, and then - at tho¬ 
se points where it is possible - to develop a joint 
practice, to criticize in solidarity, and to put our own 
networking against the international connections of 
the ruling forces. 

Some starting points for this exchange and discus¬ 
sion are for i.e.: 

- the experiences with anti-racism discussions and 
practice in the US, especially of women of color 
-the experiences with neighborhood and community 
organizing in the US, especially in drug work, in 
therms of pig repression, tenant organizing and 
squatting 

-the organizing of lesbians, gays and HIV-positive 
people in the struggle a.o. against the official AIDS- 
politics. 

Beyond that there are lots of other struggles that we 
think are Important and where joint starting points for 


an internationalist practice can be found, i.e.: 

- the organizing around 1992, especially among Na¬ 
tives, Hispanics, African Americans and the Puerto 
Rican Independence Movement 

- to prevent the execution of Mumia Abu-Jamal, a 
former Black Panther and well-known journalist, who 
has been imprisoned on death row since 1981 for 
allegedly having killed a cop 

- population control politics 

ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT 

The anti-war movement was the first bigger "pro¬ 
gressive'* mass movement since 1986/87, which ex¬ 
pressed an opposition against parts of the politics of 
the system on the streets. For many people this was 
at least in the beginning linked to the hope, that it 
would enable the radical forces, to finally come out 
of the political defensive and isolation of the last few 
years. But instead very quickly, the opposite was 
happening... 

The anti-war movement in the US was politically 
mainly determined by the pacifist white middle-class 
peace movement. Their fear of being called "unpat¬ 
riotic" or "radical leftist", led to the fact, that at most 
demos and actions the demands didn't go beyond 
"bring our troops home alive" or "US - Out of the 
Gulf. Racism or sexism were no issues there, nor 
was solidarity with the liberation struggles in Pales¬ 
tine and Kurdistan an issue. Starting points for revo¬ 
lutionary politics existed where People of Color de¬ 
termined and organized the protests, i.e. in the 
South auid big cities such as New York, Detroit and 
Chicago. 

Overall, way before January 15th, the situation and 
the climate in the US were determined by a comple¬ 
te war propaganda, media censorship and racism 
against Arab Americans and Black Muslims. The re¬ 
pression against Arab Americans increased sharply 
by the middle of January: Arab Americans, Palesti¬ 
nians and Iraqi citizens were being interrogated by 
the FBI at home or at their workplaces or were being 
called for interrogations: at the schools and uni¬ 
versities lists of students from Arabic countries were 
checked by the FBI, and teachers and professors 
were called upon to pass on informations about 
"suspicious political activities" of Arabic students to 
the FBI. Arab Americans received anonymous death 
threats, their shops were being boycotted, and the 
airline PanAm for example refused to sell tickets to 
Iraqi citizens. 

• During many actions and demos the cops used tear 
gas, clubs euid pigs on horses, euid there were mass 
arrets (altogeher app. 10.000 people were arrested 
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during anti-war activities in the US in January and 
February; some at planned "civil disobedience" 
actions of the peace movement, i.e. bockades of 
military bases, but most of them during spontaneous 
demos and blockades). In several cities, such as 
Chicago, well-known activists were arrested by the 
FBI on the streets and interrogated for hours while 
being threatened with loaded handguns. With the 
beginning of the gound offensive, hardly any de¬ 
monstrations took place anymore, and since the "of¬ 
ficial end" of the US-war, the anti-war movement 
has disappeared in the dark. 

Instead an increased roll-back of the reactionary 
forces is taking place on all levels: 

- welfare and social services are being cut drasti¬ 
cally; 

-in almost all states and in the courts attempts are 
being made to take away all possibilities for abor¬ 
tions, 

- more and more people are being imprisoned; and 
now the death penalty is to be used for app. 50 
"crimes" while at the same time the possibilities for 
appeals are being reduced drastically, 

- the pig brutality against people of color on the 
streets Is increasing steadily 

etc. 

In the various cities - and sometimes in the states 
or regions - smal single-issue movements are or¬ 
ganizing against these conditions; but there is hardly 
any networking between the cities and the move¬ 
ments. During the riots in Washington DC in May 
when for three days Latino youths and the pigs 
clashed in the streets for example, the organiz^ 
radical Left could hardly be found. 


ABOUT THE SITUATION OF 
THE RESISTANCE IN THE US 
AND IN PUERTO RICO 

(again, this is also nothing complete, because there 
could be lots written about each point. It is just an 
overwiew and can only touch on some points ...) 

AFRICAN AMERICAN 
RESISTANCE 

It would be too easy and too simple to say, that at 
the moment a phase of new organization and re¬ 
structuring 8uid building of stable structures Is taking 
place in the African American resistance. Sure, there 
are some examples for a reorganization of the Afri¬ 
can American resistance: in Milwaukee, a former 
Black Panther and now city parliamentarian, has de¬ 
manded $ 100 million in reparations from the city to 
the African American community by 1995. At the 
same time he started with the formation of an armed 
African American selfdefense militia in the city 


against racist pig terror and for the political deter¬ 
mination of the demands. In August 1990 600 wo¬ 
men and men attended the first meeting for the mili¬ 
tia, and since then public trainings and political 
meetings take place on a regular basis. The whole 
organizing has a broad support in the African Ameri¬ 
can community. Beyond Milwaukee, a national Afri¬ 
can American coalition exists which demands the 
payment of $ 500 billion in reparations for exploita¬ 
tion and'oppression of the 30 million African Ameri¬ 
cans in the US as well as the right to self-deterrhi- 
nation (self-determination for example also means a 
referendum of all African Americans wether there 
should be a Republic of New Africa in the 5 Sou¬ 
thern states Mississippi, Georgia, Alabama, South 
Carolina and Louisiana, which means an indepen¬ 
dent African American state In North America). 

Many ex-Black Panther are now thinking about a 
new founding of the Black Panther Party, and there 
are some committees in San Francisco and other ci¬ 
ties on the West Coast which are working on a na¬ 
tional networking of the forces in the African Ame¬ 
rican resistance in the form of a new founding of the 
Black Panther Party. For one month now, in Berkley 
(California) a Black Panther Party Newsletter 
Committee has been in existence, which from now 
on publishes a regular national infonewspaper from 
the African American resistance, which Is being 
made by people from the different tendencies in the 
old Black Panther Party, (the newsletter is available 
from: Black Panther Party Newsletter Committee, 
P.O.Box 519, Berkley, CA 94701-051) 

But most of the stuff Is happening locally, in the 
neighborhoods or the cities - and the networking 
and exchcinge between the cities is a rather big 
problem. In this work the main Issues are to build 
African American organizing against the racist police 
terror and the increasing racist attacks. Another main 
point In the community work Is the struggle against 
the drug dealers and the building of autonomist Afri¬ 
can American infrastructures, in order to fulfill the 
basic needs of the people in the communities for 
health care, food and housing. This sounds rather 
unspectecular and reformist, but in face of the total 
impoverishment and oppression which is the realtity 
for most African Americans in the US, many people 
and organizations in the African American resistance 
have decided for work in the community and against 
empty, no-base political rethoric. Also, especially 
from the experience of the repression against the 
Black Panther Party, the people in the African Ame¬ 
rican resistance find It especially important to have a 
real base in their community. 

And the other side of the reality which all people, 
who fight in the US have to face, but especially In 
the African American resistance. Is being described 
for example by Mumia in his letters from jail: "...the 
prisoners who are imprisoned here are younger, 
more "apolitical", they are more Into the system; they 
wanna be a part of it. They want money, imported 
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cars, alligator-skin boots, big houses - in short; thi 
want the "American Dream"...". 

NATIVE AMERICANS 

Main point of the organizing of the Native resistanc 
IS at the moment mainly the land and fishing right 
juggles, i.e. the struggle of the Navaho and Hopi i 
the Southw^t against the expropriation of their Ian 
y the uranium mining companies, and the struggle 
of Northwestern Native nations for their fishin 
rights. The Native resistance ist partly organized i 
the American Indian Movement (AIM). After the bru 
t^ repression against AIM in the 70-ies (leadinr 
AIM-activists were killed by the FBI. put into jails c 
their familres were murdered). AIM has decentralizec 
Its ^ructures and abolished the formal leaderschic 
positions. Instead. AIM members live and organize 
on the reservations of their nations and have buil 
AIM chapters there. One important part of AIM's or¬ 
ganizing is the maintaining of the cultural and poli- 
^cal identity of the Native people - i.e. through^c 
Survtval Schools for Native children, through spiritua 
ceremonies and through the support for the respec¬ 
tive struggles of the Native Nations. One example for 
that IS the struggle of the Mohawks in Canada and in 
the US-state New York for their land and their self- 
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determination. After the destruction of the Mohawk 
resistance by the Canadian military and the police, 
now several Mohawk Warriors have been sentenced 
to 2-3 years in jail for "calling of a riot and resis¬ 
tance". In Canada, the next big project is the con¬ 
struction of the James Bay II Hydro Electric Power 
Plant, the biggest hydroelectric plant In North Ameri¬ 
ca, in the Quebec province. Its construction is being 
organized both by the US electricity multinational 
Con Edison als well as by Canadian multinationals. 
The construction of the power plant at the end point 
of 5 rivers into the Hudson Bay would mean the 
complete destruction of the Cree land. The Cree 
have already said that they will defend their land 
under any circumstances and with all necessary 
means. At the same time they want to mobilize a 
broad support against the James Bay II project, also 
Internationally. The right to armed selfdefense is one 
of the basic priniciples of Native resistance. 

Another main point of AIM is the organizing of the 
resistance against the 500-qears-conquista cele¬ 
brations. Among other things, a "counter welcoming 
committee" is being planned for the three rebuilt 
conquista ships, which are to sail in August of 1992 
from Spain to the US coast (The rebuilding of the 
ships and the sail is being financed a.o. by Exxon, 
Mobil Oil and the Citicorp Bank). There are also 
concrete demands from AIM to the radical resistance 
in Europe, to act accordingly In 1992 and to organize 
practically. Their analyses of the situation for the 
Native Americans is, that at the moment the last 
phase of the genocide program against them is 
taking place - and without the public taking notice. 


. PUERTO RICO 

The island has been a US colony since 1898 and is 
the most important military base of the US in the 
Caribbean. 13% of the lauid is occupied by the US 
military. Also, the biggest US Navy Base in the 
Western Hemisphere, Roosevelt Roads, is based on 
Puerto Rico. From here, for example, the US attacks 
on Panama, Cuba and Grenada have been laun¬ 
ched. The people on Puerto Rico live in complete 
economic dependency from the US government and 
the international multinationals. 75% of 3 million 
Puerto Ricans live below the official poverty line and 
live off welfare; 40% on the islaind are unemployed 
and the rest is working as cheap labor slaves for the 
US-military and the Western multinationals, which 
are producing for the US market on the island. The 
multinationals get a tax exemption up to 90% if they 
produce on Puerto Rico and receive high investment 
subsidies by the state. Among the app. 30 west- 
european multinationals that are producing on the 
island are the chemical multis Hofmann LaRoche, 
Boehringer as well as Nestle and Rodenstock. 

Since the beginning of the US-occupation, here has 
been a broad legal and clandestine resistance 
against the colonial power - both by Puertoricenas 
who are living on the island as well as by those who 
- due to the living conditions - had to immigrate to 
the US. 
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Orginally, for December 1991 the US government 
had planned a "referendum" or "questioning of the 
peoples" about the status of the island. The "choice" 
would have been between three possibilities: 

* to keep the current status as a Commonwealth 
state, which means as a US colony; 

* Statehood, which means to become the 51th US 
state 

* independence 

But since the setting of the date for the referendum 
two years ago by the US-Congress, the indepen¬ 
dence movement has increased its mobilization for 
independence and against the living conditions on 
the island. In face of the conditions on Puerto Rico, 
and because the result of the referendum was called 
nonbinding" by the ruling forces from the beginning, 
the independence movement calls the referendum a 
farce and has called for a boycott. The movement 
works together mainly with the diffenent community 
and neighborhood committeees, which are organi¬ 
zing the resistance against the environmental pol¬ 
lution by the multis and the US army, against home¬ 
lessness, the racist US genocidal population control 
politics and against the US military bases. The call 
for a boycott Is being supported by many people on 
the Island. And the demand for independence is also 
part of the struggles of the workers, who in the 
beginning of 1990 organized a general strike for 
higher wages and better working conditions, where 
300.000 workers participated. Also there have been 
and continuously take place lauid occupations by 
organized homeless families who try to take their 
land back from the US military. And now the situa¬ 
tion is such, that the whole thing is getting too hot 
for the ruling forces - they have delayed the refe¬ 
rendum until an "undetermined date" in 1992/93. 

That also gives the independence movement more 
time for their mobilization, which it needs urgently, in 
order to push itself through agaiinst the continous re¬ 
pression, the massive Yankee-propaganda and the 
economic dependency of the people. 

The armed clandestine organizations of the inde¬ 
pendence movement - on the island it is among 
others "Los Macheteros", and in the US It Is the 
FALN - make attacks against the tourism Industry, 
US military bases and Institutions and US banks. 
During the Gulf War, they attacked the military 
section of the San Juan airport and destroyed two 
fighter jets. Also, the US-army recruitment office In 
San Juan went up in flames. 

One main point of the movement Is the mobilization 
against the official 500-years colonialism cele¬ 
brations for 1992. There exists a close exchange 
with other liberation movements amd the organiza¬ 
tions of the indigenes in Central and South America. 

One Important demand for the independence move¬ 
ment for 1992 is the freedom of the 17 prisoners of 
war from the armed groups and the 15 political pri¬ 
soners from the resistance, who have mostly been 
sentenced to life-long prison terms in jails on the US 
main land. 



The mobilization for the freedom of the prisoners of 
war and the political prisoners is to be increased this 
year with an International action day on July 27th, 

It is rather clear that Puerto Rico can only become 
independent if there exists a knowledge and a rnobi- 
lization about ist. The UN Decolonization Committee 
(which still exists...) is constantly reprimanding the 
US because of Puerto Rico, but that alone doesn't 
get very far obviously. And there exist enough at~ 
tacking points for a practical solidarity with the 
Puertorican Independence struggle here in West 
Europe als well... . 

REPRESSION 


Both of them have been already sentenced to 
two/three life-sentences for "membership in a 
criminal association" and several attacks. 

So. this Is enough for now (yawn, sweat....); In the 
next Issue there will be a continuation with women's 
and lesbian struggle, the situation of the refugees 

from Central America, squatting and and. 

Oh, one Important thing at the end, we have no in¬ 
terest that this is being misunderstood as classical 
solidarity and information work; for us this is about 
looking jointly for possibilities and a practice for 
resistance in the metropoles...THEREFOR: 

/OU 01J THE B/TTlIOADEE !!! 


During the last few months, the FBI has done house 
searches and interrorgations of people from the 
Puerto Rican Independence Movement and the 
white anti-imperialist movement who support the 
political prisoners from these movements and who 
are friends with them in different cities (Chicago, San 
Francisco, Boston, Philadelphia) under the pretext of 
searching for people from these movements who are 
in illegality. A lawyer has been in jail for 8 months 
now for refusing to testify in this context. 

In New Jersey, the trial against Tom Manning and 
Richard Willimas (the two come from the clandestine 
white anti-imperialist movement of the 80-ies) be¬ 
cause of the alleged killing of a cop, will start soon. 
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HELP END THE POLICE STATE OF THE LOWER EAST SIDE OF N.Y.C. 



SOLIDARITY IS STRENGTH 


IN JUNE, THE LOWER EAST SIDE OF NEW YORK CITY TURNED INTO 
A POLICE STATE. HUNDREDS OF HOMELESS WERE THROWN INTO THE 
STREETS AS A POLICE FORCE SURROUNDED TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK AND 
FENCED IT OF FROM THE COMMUNITY. THEIR ACTIONS ARE PART OF 
A PLAN TO DESTROY THE WORKING CLASS NEIGHBORHOOD AND MAKE HEW 
HOMES FOR THE RICH. HUNDREDS OF HOMELESS, SQUATTERS, ANARCHISTS, 
AND LOWER CLASS HISPANICS ARE LOOSING THEIR COMMUNITY. THIS 
IS A PLAN CREATED BY THE STATE TO SEPARATE PEOPLE AND PREVENT 
ANY FORM OF COMMUNITY UPRISING AND REVOLT, NOW HUNDREDS OF 
POLICE WITH RIOT GEAR LINE THE STREETS DAY AND NIGHT, ACTIVISTS 
ARE BEING ARRESTED, SQUATS ARE BEING EVICTED, PEOPLE ARE LOOSING 
THEIR HOMES, AND THE LITTLE POWER PEOPLE HAD FOR THEMSELVES 
IS BEING CRUSHED BY THE STATE. 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT WE ARE NOT ALONE IN OUR STRUGGLE, THIS 
IS HAPPENING ALL OVER THE WORLD. FOR THIS REASON WE ARE ASKING 
FOR SUPPORT FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD. r 


wn V' 


ON AUGUST 6TH, ANNIVERSARY OF THE TOMPKINS SQUARE RIOT, 
DEMONSTRATIONS WILL BE HELD IN MANY COUNTRIES TO SUPPORT OUR 
EFFORTS TO LIBERATE OUR COMMUNITY. WE, IN TURN WILL ALSO BE 
DEMONSTRATING TO HELP OTHER LIBERATION STRUGGLES STARTING WITH 
PROTESTS AGAINST ANTI-ABORTION LAWS IN POLAND. WE ARE ASKING 
FOR PEOPLE TO DEMONSTRATE IN FRONT OF THE U.S. EMBASSY IN THEIR 
AREA ON AUGUST 6TH OR FOR PEOPLE / GROUPS TO ORGANIZE 
DEMONSTRATIONS IN PUBLIC MEETING AREAS THAT HAVE ALSO BE UNDER 
THREAT OF THE STATE. 


ON JUNE THIRD, A MAN WAS BRUTALLY BEATEN BY FIVE POLICE. 

A SOURCE FROM THE RESPONSIBLE PRECINCT CLAIMS THAT THE BEATING 


WAS PURPOSEFULLY DONE IN ORDER TO EVOKE A RIOT. THE RIOT THAT 
FOLLOWED WAS USED AS AN EXCUSE TO CLOSE OFF TOMPKINS SQUARE 
PARK. 


TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK HAS BEEN A REFUGE FOR OVER 150 HOMELESS 
PEOPLE FROM GENTRIFICATION (THE UPGRADING NEIGHBORHOODS FOR 
THE RICH) AND CRUEL SHELTERS. THE PARK HAS ALSO BEEN A CENTER 
FOR CULTURAL ACTIVITY AND POLITICAL (ANARCHIST AND OTHER) AND 
COMMUNITY ACTIVISM. IT IS LOCATED IN THE LOWER EAST SIDE OF 
MANHATTAN, ONE OF THE LAST POLITICALLY ACTIVE WORKING CLASS 
NEIGHBORHOODS LEFT IN N.Y.C. AND HOME TO OVER 20 SQUATS. 

DURING THE RIOT THE NEIGHBORHOOD WAS INVADED BY HUNDREDS 
OF POLICE COMPLETE WITH RIOT GEAR, MOUNTED COPS, BARRICADES, 
CHAIN LINK FENCES, SNIPERS ON ROOF TOPS, VIDEO CAMERAS, HIGH 
TECHNOLOGY COMMUNICATION VEHICLES, AND GAS. ACTIVISTS ARE 
ARRESTED, A COMMUNITY CHURCH RAIDED, A PRIEST BEATEN, PEOPLE 
MYSTERIOUSLY GASSED, ACTIVISTS BEING FOLLOWED AND WATCHED BY 
THEIR HOMES. THE POLICE STATE THAT WAS ACTIVATED, NOW OVER A 
MONTH LATER, IS STILL IN EFFECT. 24HRS A DAY, EVERY DAY WE 
STEP OUT OF OUR HOMES AND WEAVE OUR WAY TOUGH POLICE BARRICADES 
AND COPS. 

HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS ARE BEING SPENT BY THE STATE 
EVERY DAY TO KEEP THE COMMUNITY OUT OF THEIR PARK. AT THE SAME 
TIME N.Y.C. IS IN A SEVERE ECONO’mIC CRISIS. SHELTERS AND DRUG 
PROGRAMS ARE BEING DRASTICALLY CUT AS ARE MEDICAL CARE, 

EDUCATION, CHILDCARE, AND PARK FUNDING. THE PARK REMAINS CLOSED, 
ITS HOMELESS ON THE STREETS, UNDER THE LIE THAT THE CITY IS 
RENOVATING THE AREA. AT A TIME OF ECONOMIC TURMOIL, ONLY FUNDS 
WERE AVAILABLE FOR THE PARK'S DEMOLITION, NOT FOR RENOVATIONS. 

NOW THE FENCES OUTLINE A PILE OF RUBLE, AND SO IT WILL REMAIN 
FOR AT LEAST ANOTHER YEAR, AS WILL THE POLICE STATE 
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/MUOs IrtWtH ClIY KlOli 



A timSSJON V 

SET-UP TO STUDY 
TH£ RIOTS. 

vw 



MlUTARy>llBINtSS MBCevnwMEMT 



THE SAME DAY THAT POLICE PROVOKED RIOTS IN TOMPKINS SQUARE, 
COMMUNITIES WERE REARRANGED INTO NEW DISTRICTS. THESE NEW 
DISTRICTS NOW MAKE 66% OF THE VOTE OF THE LOWER EAST SIDE WHITE 
UPPER AND MIDDLE CLASS IN A NEIGHBORHOOD THAT WAS MOSTLY HISPANIC 
SWORKING CLASS AND POOR. NOW THESE PEOPLE HAVE NO VOTING POWER 
IN THEIR OWN COMMUNITY. THE RICH ARE TAKING OVER. 

IN THE 1970'S THE CORPORATION RESPONSIBLE FOR PLANNING VIETNAM 
DEVISED A PLAN CLOSING 50 FIREHOUSES IN THE POOREST NEIGHBORHOODS 
OF N.Y.C.. THIS PLAN RESULTED IN HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF 
FAMILIES BECOMING HOMELESS, THE DESTRUCTION OF COMMUNITY NETWORKS 
THAT WERE USED TO PROTECT THE INTERESTS OF THE POOR AND WORKING 
CLASS, AND SET THE GROUNDS FOR MASSIVE HOMELESSNESS, DRUG ABUSE, 
AND THE FASTER SPREADING OF AIDS TODAY. 

RIGHT NOW THE CITY OF N.Y. IS ATTEMPTING TO CLOSE 40 MORE 
FIREHOUSES IN POVERTY STRICKEN NEIGHBORHOODS INCLUDING THE 
L.E.S.. THEIR PLAN IS TO VIRTUALLY BURN OUT THE POOR TO MAKE 
ROOM FOR THE RICH. 


tOaE conclusion HAS BECOME OBVIOUS. WITH THE POLICE CLOSING 
IN, HOLDING OUR COMMUNITY BY FORCE, THE STATE TAKING AWAY THE 
RIGHTS OF THE POOR, FORCING US OUT OF OUR HOMES- WE HAVE COME 
TO THE END OF A 20 YEAR PLAN CALLED SPACIAL DECONCENTRATION 
(THE BREAK UP OF LOWER CLASS/ IMPOVERISHED COMMUNITIES TO 
PREVENT UPRISINGS AND REVOLTS AND TO ESTABLISH OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR REAL-ESTATE INVESTMENT). TIME IS RUNNING OUT. WE ARE UNDER 
SIEGE. 
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Info and articles from Oslo/ Norway 


Squatting in Oslo 



On the 20th of June a group 
of young people squatted a 
house in the east part of 
Oslo. The squat was an 
action against the housing- 
politics in Oslo. At the same 
time we needed a place to 
live, a place were we could 
live in a collective. 


This part of town, called 
Griinerlpkka, has been the traditi onal 
working class area. In the end of 
1800 a lot of houses were built in the 
same style. Many of these have been 
renovated during the last years, but 
have remained empty after that 
because of the high rents. The 
renovations have mostly been 
organised by the City Council, which 
is totally disorganized and corrupted. 
The result is that there has been 
done a bad job on the renovation 


and it has been done far more 
expensively than necesarry. Of 
course - it is important that old 
houses get renovated and are been 
taken care of, but it is also important 
that people can afford to live in 
them afterwards. A lot of the 
renovated flats are now empty, 
whilst the workers are forced out of 
the area (it is quite close to the 
center of the city) because of the 
high rents. Those who have chosen 
to stay, are left with so high housing 


costs, that they can't cope without 
social security aid. 

It is also very usual for this 
area that old houses are left empty 
by the owners for years, until the 
houses condition is so bad that the 
owner gets permition to tear them 
down. Instead they will build ugly 
concrete-blocks, which don't fit into 
the area at all. 

During the last 20 years the different 
governments and the City Council 
of Oslo have changed the restrictions 
on the housing acts; the results are 
increasing rents and more 
speculating on peoples housing. The 
governments support to the housing 
sector is almost gone, and the 
expenses have fallen on the backs 
of the ordinary people instead. 
Ordinary families often use over 
100% from their income for their 
housing costs (most families in 
Norway have two incomes). 

Instead of helping ordinary 
people with their livingsituation, the 
City Council rather invests in 
enormous projects to build luxury 
flats and expencieve shopping 
centers. They always lose a lot of 
money in these projects, because 
people can't afford to live in these 



i he cops used a lot ofCS-gas under the first attack 
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flats. Today there are 
shoppingcenters for 8 million people 
in Norway (but there lives 4 million 
people in Norway). But it also means 
that the whole townpicture gets 
changed, the center of the town is 
only supposed to be for the rich. 
People with lower incomes are 
forced to live in dormitory towns far 
away from the center of the city. We 
wanted to make people aware of 
these things by squatting, as well as 
we needed a place to live. 


The resquatting 
Toftesgate 18 got resquatted by 
almost the same people on the 8. of 
July. The cleaning up of the house 
was in it's third day, when the cops 
attacked again. We knew that they 
would come that night, because two 
of the squatters had been arrested 
earlier that day. One of them, Stein 
L., was sent directly to prison to 
serve his sentence on 7 months flook 
earlier issues of Qash). The other 
one was released in the morning 


Squat or rot 

There have been a 
lot of squats in Oslo 
during the last 10 
years, but there has 
never been a 
militant resistance 
against an eviction 
ofa squatted house. 

In some squats the 
squatters haven't 
wanted to defend 
their house, and in 
other squats were 
militant resistance 
have been planned, 
the cops have have 
done the eviction so 
unexpected that the squatters haven't 
been able to throw stones or show 
resistance in other ways. We used a 
lot of time in preparing and 
organising the squat. Making things 
like leaflets, gathering furniture, 
tools, etc. in advance, gave us less 
work during the squatting. We were 
a group of people who really worked 
well together. The house was in 
good condition and we managed to 
gettheelectricity and waterwoiking 
after a few days. Our aim was to 
force the owner of the house to give 
us collective contracts and the 
possibility to renovate the most 
necessary things in the house, but he 
was not willing to negotiate, his 
answer to our request was to call the 
cops. 


They were met with stones, and it 
didn't take them long time before 
they started shooting CS-gas 
cannisters. We had expected that, 
and most of us had gasmasks. After 
11/2 hour with a lot of stones and a 
lot of CS-gas, the cops gave up and 
withdrew! 

We had a lot more contact with the 
neighbours after the attack. They 
were curious about what had 
happened, and wanted to know the 
reason for the squat. The CS-gas 
permiated the neighbou±gs flats as 
well, some of them also had small 
children. 

9 

Second attack 

We continued working on the house, 
and a week after the attack we 


Victory! 

It was clear that the cops didn't 
expect any hard resistance against 
the eviction of the house in 
Toftesgate 18. The cops evicted a 
house in the same area about one 
and ahalf years ago, by using ladders 
and smashing their way through the 
windows in the second floor. They 
had obviously planned to use the 
same method in Toftesgate. Their 
attack started at 2 o'clock in the 
morning on the night to 26. of June. 


managed to open an infoshop in the 
first floor. We sold t-shirts and 
different magazines, and we had 
planned to establish an alternative 
and independent housing-group(?). 
The cops attacked again at the same 
night we had opened the infoshop, 
the 2nd of June. Their action was 
well planned this time, and they also 
managed to evict the house. At 4 
o'clock in the morning we heard 
them cutting their way through the 
roof. A truck with a platform came 
driving up beside the 
house almost at the 
same time. They had 
built a sort of roof on 
the platform, under 
which the cops were 
protecting 
themselves against 
the stones. The plat¬ 
form got lifted up to 
the 3. floor, where the 
cops smashed 
themselves through 
the windows. At the 
same time the cops 
on the roofs had made 
their way through. 
We decided to go out 
of the house together, 
instead of getting arrested inside. 
All the 13 squatters got arrested, but 
were released the morning after. A 
few have been accused for violence 
against the police, while most of the 
others got fines. 












after the eviction. When they didn't 
come back in the evening, we 
realized that they were arrested and 
that the cops planned an attack on 
the squat. We tried to mobilize 
people from the scene in Oslo to 
come and defend the house, but it 
turned out to be more difficult than 
we had thought. We were certain 
that the cops would attack during 
the next hours, but when people got 
the message that the cops were on 
their way, they thought that it would 
be to late when they came anyway, 
so they didn't bother to come! 
When the cops came, we could hear 
them on the roof, but we didn't 
understand what they were doing. 
But believed that they had started to 
s aw their way through the roof. After 
a while a digger was droven beside 
the house. We started throwing 
stones, but suddenly a plastic-cover 
was thrown down from the roof, and 
covered the windows in the 2. and 3. 


floor, to stop us from throwing 
stones. We got confused, because 
we didn't understand what it was in 
the beginning. At the same time we 
expected the cops to come through 
the roof and down, the stairs any 
moment The situation was hopeless, 
and also this time we dicided to go 
out at the street When we came out 
from the infoshop, the digger was 
right in front of us, and we almost 
got it on our heads. They had planned 
to smash their way through the 
barricades in the infoshop, where 
we had been standing one minute 
earlier. 

All 11 squatters got arrested, and 
were released the morning after. 
Again some got accused of violence 
against the police, while the others 
got even higher fines. Surprisingly 
enough there have been hardly any 
reactions to the squatting at all, either 
inside the scene, by the press or the 
cops. But the housing situation 


hasn't changed for anyone, and we 
wiU continue to work on this issue. 

We would like to hear 
more about the discussions inside 
the scenes in other cities and 
countries. There are a lot of problems 
in Oslo; there is no continuing 
political discussion andmany people 
are not interested in a discussion 
either, a lot of alcohol and drugs are 
dragging people to Blitz, people who 
don't have any political interests or 
are connected to the house in other 
ways. All the energy gets lost in the 
daily activities and keeping the 
house running. Because there are so 
few people working there is hardly 
any energy left for the real 
discussions and continuing 
developement of the scene and the 
political activity. 

Th« squatters from Toftesgate 
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CONTROInlormazlon* fnlarnazlonale n. 0» March 1989 

Proposal for a Movement review 

Among soma movement situation, for Some months we are discussing about the 
necessity of the creation of a reference point. 

Alter we have make some printing and Information experiences (as Dossier of Kamo, 
that to be continued) we are reasoning about the possibility of a review projea In which 
we can canalize the strains lor the revolutionary perspective that are rising out In this 
phase of fr>ovemant and dass struggle recovery. 

fn lad today some important struggle episodes are in evidence: in Ihe factory, in the 
pribllc employment, in the sodal sedor. in the school. 

tl happens after ’waves’ of economic reorganization and when the European Unitary 
Market (EUM) is creating. This EUM Is the passaqe that degree ihe real Inlerconfiedion 
of Ihe European imperialist pole. 

For us. the absolule lack of general reference points In a revolutionary porspeclive !s 
becoming an inloferabie limit today. In this situation ihe way of class struggle can die O’’ 
in the be..o.' case. Shey restrict ilreir action to Ihe rosisiance defence ot ihe niarsrigl 
interest of the class. 

We think that l^day this 'impasse* can be exceeded because the partial renewal of 
stniggles In flaly and the EUM maturfly can build an important circumstance and wo can 
lake this opportunity to begin again a revolutionary speech. Absolutely, this speech must 
go out of the national limits but It has to take root in Ihe class context which generale the 
contradictions that move it. 

We must to focalize the main contradiction between muttinational imperiaflst middle 
class and the International prolelariai. and we must act in Ihe class sectors which 
struggle. 

Wa must give not only an ideologic internalionalistlc fight but also a fight that is bound 
to the Interests of Ihe dass in its international dimensions. 

For ihis reason we felt very Interested In Ihe Borlln Meeting against the IWF and we 
•are trying lo quicken Ihe time also because this meeting has created another important 
thing; the opening of an Intemallonallsl politic espace In West Europe 

For us Ihe opening of a debate about a revolutionary European cooperation is one of 
•be most Interesting thing ol the last years 

This is Ihe perspective lo conform ourselves lo the imperialist relation and it is very 
important to antldpaie our revolutionary way. 

For this reason our review projed has got an fnlernaUonnIIstIc character, anrt ihe 
collocation into the an European Revolutionary Front as Ihe mam consideraiion. We 
think the Front as a storfe per^dlve In ihe conoci tion among the dilfereni experier^es 
-f class struggle in ihe Eorop4in Melropolis ~ 


About the review organization we have divided It Into 4 parts; 

Imperialism end liberation struggles 

Because we think that today a revolutionary perspective is possible Just only keeping 
a right Intemallonal collocation. Wo must crIHdze the imperialism totally and wo must try 
to develop the process of constitution of Intemallonal proletariate as its own class 

Reorganization and the class composition 

Because we think that (alter capitalism reorganization ’waves ) it is very imporiani lo 
analyze now peculiarities ol capitalism process and Iho modifies lhal il has produced on 
Ihe strenght relalions between the dasses and the class structure in the developed 
metropolis. 


Science and technology 

Because wa think that the opening ol debate for the delineation of a cuHtiral and 
political br'»ak Is necessary. Wo must ad this break against Ihe Technology Fuluro ibat is 
functional lo Ihe capitalism. The science, as productive force, is functional lo the 
capitalism uiiilzallon and it acts on the side of material production and on the 
contradiction between productive etrenghls and productions relalions so that iIm 
saence opens new perspnc-voa of capiislicf c s:;pioilatio.i 


Conlrorlvoluzlone/Counfer Insurgency 

Because if is imponani as right revolutionary customs, to analyze the slatciures and 
the process ol the coniroievolution and with more reason in Ihe lime of rmper atism sp 
supreme capitalist phase' when the warlogic permeates ihe social relaHon oi (he cao- 
lalisiic exploitation 

Wo have the intention to utilize Ihe review for opening a plural debate and tor ihi • 
reason we want to privilege the publication ol maiertals (as interviews, articles eel ) by 
proletariates and revolutionary subjods. 

To everybody who is interested in il, please send us his contribution. 


Communist regards, 
filing Promoting Committee. 
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SOLIDARITY WITH REFUGEES/ BRD 


(Nordrhein-WeT«aTe"n,"GerTOn KndlllIndT NRW 

-V ™ several 

s^o,e ,hal in other countries hardly anybody kn^wfabZut. "" 

ieZ 'Z7sZilXtTub7ZZZ^ffZ^^‘‘ xtlidaritygroup in NRW. It deals about the prob- 

crucial for fuLe times ToZ ZroZ mZT 

even by the help of military 7ZZZ'tZZerZT°" T"T ® - 

of migrants as well as migrants' struggles increase.^ '° 

the white racist system ZZZZZ^ZZZtZZfZcZZZZcZ^’ '° 

'I'ZZanTthTd TlZl ‘‘‘^•‘esion started in Nr.3 with the texts of Angela 



™poSns havfbecnS^wl^ “f NRW. expired on 30-06-91. Massive 

ptHa.^:SorNRSLS'llfn^^^ i" &o„, o( rhe 

lasling demonstration, Dusseldorf has ev^n’^N"'“"S- 


The Roma demand: 


NO DEPORTATIONS ! 

s 

STOP THE INHUMANE "RE-INTEGRATION PROGRAMM" ! 
THE RIGHT TO STAY IN NRW ! 
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The history: 

As people without homecountry Sinti und Roma have been persecuted and exterminated for 
centuries. An end of the expulsions, a home in FRG, seemed to be realistic during the last 
years: 

9.1.1990: After the squatting of Cologne Cathedral almost 1000 Roma, men, women and 
children, started a "beggars's march" through NRW. 

1.2.1990: NRW's minister of interior, Schnoor, said that a right to stay for the de-facto- 
stateless will be possible. 

Dec. 1990: Schnoor broke his promise. Instead the NRW's government decided a so called 
"re-integration progamm": 

By short-term financial aid, housing-containers and kindergardens the Roma shall be at¬ 
tracted to the "return" into a Jugoslavian ghetto. 

The Roma's reaction is clear: 

They won't return to Jugoslavia, because they've never regarded that country as their home- 
country. A country - among others - where they are persecuted and expulsed, where they 
were never granted the right to exist. 

The Roma struggle on for a right to stay here. 

By many actions they've published there demands. But the situation is coming to a head: 
27.6.1991: The Roma regard a central, public demonstation just in front of NRW's parliament 
as only chance to protect themselves from deportation at dead of night. In the meanwhile by 
the help of suppport-groups a infrastructure came into being for the camp, being intended as 
a "permanent demonstration." 

But aside support, there's the racist propaganda launched by politicians and Diisseldorf s local 
newspaper "Rheinische Post". 

In the beginning, the local authorities supplied water, toilets and garbage collection. But the 
responsible didn't believe in Roma's staying power. After 7 weeks the local authorities stop¬ 
ped the supply, but the Roma don't give up. Now they organize the supply themselves. 

On 13.8.1991 the district president, the city of Diisseldorf and NRW gave the demonstrators 
an ultimatum: For "disturbing public security and order" the Roma should leave the square 
in front of the parliament up to 17.7.1991. 

20.8.1991: The administration court Diisseldorf forbids the city to evict the square, after a 
application of the camp-representatives. The court's reasons: The camp is not a irregular 
camp but a demonstration. And therefor the demonstration-rule has to be engaged. 

Without the Roma's consequent endurance, the support of others and the so gained public 
knowledge of the action this little success would not have been possible. 


THE ROMA WON'T LEAVE VOLUNTARILY 
LETS STOP A NEW DEPORTATION TOGETHER 


Further informations and contact to: GGR - 088 - 46 DO - FRG 

Donations to: ROMANO-Volk e.V., Deutsche Bank AG, Dusseldorf 
BLZ: 300 700 10, Kto: 587 00 76 
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DISCUSSION-PAPER 

about the experience with refugee-commitment 


To do the washing, to wallpaper, childcaring, 
to make applications and to file objections, to 
keep struggling with the authorities' bureau¬ 
cracy: 

Is that revolutionary? 

During the last time an important part of our 
commitment was to discuss, to plan and to do 
such practical kind of solidarity with a roma 
family. 

There's no doubt about that such commitment 
helps the family directly and practically. Being 
sure that we have helped concretely and that 
we have reduced a little bit of misery, still 
doubt remains: 

Is this antiimperialist refugeepolitics? 

Certainly, our demands have become smaller, 
it need not to be a riot straight away. But 
"spanner in the works" of this big racist ma¬ 
chine Germany we want to be at least, that's 
our minimum-demand. And there we've to 
admid: 

The laundry becomes clean and dirty again 
and clean and dirty again, but the shit stays, 
the big racist, patriacal, imperialist shit. Only 
due to the context there's a political impor¬ 
tance of a concrete "socialwork". Or without 
context there's no political importance. Than it 
would be possible to spend our whole time 
with the huge number of refugees in Cologne 
organizing appointments with doctors. So liv¬ 
ing-conditions of a big amount of people can 
be emproved, some children's live be saved. 
Nothing against and everything in favor of 
more and more people becoming engaged that 
way. 

But that's not political, not leftist. Such 
commitment, within 1000 years, won't change 
anything. 

On the other side there's a big temptation to 
declare everything you do, political, no matter 
what. You do it in an imperialist country, and 
it's the result of oppression, expulsion and 
persecution. Refugees take part as well as the 
state and leftists; so it's left refugee' solidarity 
against the state. 

But that'surely too simple, we've to analyse, 
weather our work is connected to a political 


context or at least is starting grow into such a 
context. 

To answer this question, we've to explain how 
the commitment to the family came into being. 
In the beginning we discussed how far we 
want to become involved in a "partnership" 
and the social work connected with it. We all 
agreed that refugee solidarity without refugees 
is impossible. That we can notice as a 
common position. 

The second was which family to choose. Ac¬ 
cording to the "classic" type of male func¬ 
tionary politics we would have gone to polit- 
dates to choose there an active Rom - a man. 
The temptation to do so, is not yet banned. 
Instead, we got into contact to this specific 
family by chance, but the involved women's 
scepticism against a patriarcal structured fami¬ 
ly played an important role in it, too. The 
families character was the decisive factor: A 
strong self confident woman and an unassum¬ 
ing guy. 

An important point of discussion is how far 
we are allowed to decide us "against refugees". 
The women of the group have to determine 
how close they can coop)erate with men. For a 
- mixed - group this is a condition. But the 
same goes for refugees, too. If they are quite 
macho, this contradiction won't have to be 
solved at the expense of the women. 

But our choice has been a real piece of luck. 
In the first month we had the pleasure to get a 
rapid introduction into political methodology 
by the Roma-woman. But not everybody of 
our group got involved into the work connec¬ 
ted to it - our schooling, if you like - in the 
same way. The family confronted us with a 
thoroughly "classic" seperation between the 
political- and the reproduction-level. The man 
visited political meetings and there he took 
part in the struggle for a right to stay. In the 
meanwhile the woman sat at home, cared for 
the kids and lookes after cooking and housing. 
During the developement the cooperation with 
the local "Roma-Assosciation" stagnated. 

^ By getting to know the women's living condi¬ 
tions better we understood that her militant 
action and her toughness in struggling for an 
aim (beggars' march) can stand comparison 
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with every autonomous fighter. Her daily bat¬ 
tle is the reproduction-sector, her battlefield 
are social work, aliens authorities, hospital and 
the refugees hostel; the street doesn't come 
first. 

Here it may be important to mention, that our 
orientation by the woman's struggle was not a 
helpless result of our bad conscience, but we 
hold the position, that talking about patriarcat 
without practise are only empty phrases. 

So we criticize the mobilisation flyer for the 
demonstration on June 25th. Putting the main 
emphasis on generalities and deportation it's a 
male way of doing it, without regarding wom¬ 
en and the concrete living conditions, men 
have not much to do with it. 

Today we can illustrate that racism faces 
Roma not only in the form of the NRW's gov¬ 
ernment, or as gipsy-hostile Mob of "aryan" 
militia but also in form of a female social 
worker of the housing board, being a stickler 
of the rules, as unpatient doctor in the hos¬ 
pital, as alternative in-people, screwing up it's 
nose, as avaricious' hotel-keeper. 

Or said positively: 

The Roma response to gipsy-hatred, expulsion 
and racism not only with their existence, their 
survival, their presence and the juridical de¬ 
mand for a right to stay, but struggle for a 
caravan's site, a proper flat, social-welfare, for 
work or the right of laziness, for illicit jobs, 
medical treatment, and a caravan they like, 
with a Benz in front of it . 

And - not inimportant - they are not just suf¬ 
fering but cheeky, bold and demanding, outra¬ 
geous! Yes sometimes they even exaggerate - 
unbelievable! They pickpock the fat english 
tourist's money near the cologne-Dome, which 
his class has stolen from the colonies, so ter¬ 
rible they are. 

It's not right, to regard the Roma's resistance 
only as struggle for their presence and surviv¬ 
al, without asking with them together: "Which 
live?" For ourselves we would reject such an 
reduction. Or as it has been said in a better 
way: 

"We don't want a fuckin' peace of cake, we 
want the whole bakery." 

Reducing the Romas demands to the right to 
stay may be according to the consciousness of 
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some self-declared spokesmen and 
representatives; but it isn't according to the 
level of the attack of the racist majority and 
their political leadership in NRW, the social- 
democrats. They are going together with the 
federal government's politics, and want a 
Great-Germany without gipsys. 

But with the obvious failure of their pilot- 
scheme Sutka, they are facing a dilemma: 

With the same aim as the CDU (Great-Ger¬ 
many without gipsies) they are elected by a 
different kind of voters. With mass-deporta¬ 
tions they won't win votes. 

Therefor the constant threat of possible and 
outcarried single deportations and "cold" de¬ 
portations ' will become more and more im¬ 
portant. The aim is to terrorize the Roma in a 
way, that they go "volutarily" or do not even 
come at all. The "cold" (terror) and the hot 
(official) deportation are no alternatives but 
two sides of the same coin. 

That's the actual level of the attack. 

We haven't known that right from the begin¬ 
ning. We had no clear idea of our commitment 
and even today we are feeling our way care¬ 
fully. 

But we learned, that our resection of the 
"classic" type of politics and the attemp to 
leam by the Roma, has brought us to a point, 
where we are not out of the way but in the 
middle of the events of the next months. 

The action against the 80% payment of the 
social-welfare was a first attemp. It began at a 
right issue, the "cold" deportation, but still it is 
isolated, immediate and individual. And it has 
not been sufficient to promote the Roma's 
self-organisation. But that should be the future 
aim of our commitment. 

l)"Cold" deportation means: the authorities re¬ 
fusal to give proper and enough food, social 
welfare and appropriate housing conditions - 
in connection with police and facist terror — in 
order to force them either to starve in one of 
the world's richest countries and to suffer 
diseasis or to leave voluntarily, ann. of the 




MEN DISCUSSION/ BRD 


We, the four writers, are part of an autonomous group of men in 
berlin (heterosexual), in which there was frequent discussion 
about ways of approaching, motivations, wishes of alteration of 
autonomous anti-patriarchic politics. In autumn 1990 we Four 
have sat down together to write down our points of view at last 
and to discuss it more concretely. It was difficult and it las¬ 
ted long, until we decided that everybody writes parts of the 
paper alone and we only discuss and authorize them together. So 
don't be astonished at, for example, different uses of terms 
like "identity". 

After a short discussion in our men's groups we have done the 
paper over again and herewith we throw it into the interested 
public. Besides we hope, even people in countries outside Ger¬ 
many know the advertising of the Germen Post: 
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the men, want to be? - also takes a close pat¬ 
tern from the ideas which are heard from fem¬ 
inist discussions. Own goals are lacking; goals 
which had really evolved from our own needs 
and discontent with our role-constraints (role 
means the expectations of society towards 
men: how a man must be to be appreciated; 
explanation by the translator). We don't have 
our own view of the material and ideological 
conditions, in which boys and men grow up 
and have to live; we don't have our own ana¬ 
lysis of the social (power—) relation (meant as 
a ensemble of dominion and power; explana¬ 
tion of the translator) "Capitalistic patriarchy" 
and its structural violence and oppression. Pa¬ 
triarchy means to organize men and women in 
a special oppressional form to each other and 
to one another. But a relation - even a hierar¬ 
chical one - has two sides: The women's side 
and the men's side. Although it so far has 
seldomly been done to examine the stmcture 
from the oppressing gender's point of view, it 
is nevertheless necessary. 


THE 3PAGETTI OF 
REVSLATIOH 

or: 

THE 'HOODLE OF HORROR 


Bruisers in The Schoolyard 
Or: 

Concerning Our Ideas 


We are unsatisfied with the present basis of 
discussions in (anti-sexist) men's groups. The 
analysis is mostly composed of snatches of 
contemporary feminism, slightly changed and 
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This unsatisfying level of anti-patriarchic 
politics of men means that disagreements with 
current feminist view-points cannot even arise: 
Men's paroles appear - if actually at all - as a 
faint echo of the women's movement in the 
radical left. 

What instead is in our mind, is to see with our 
own eyes and to describe with or own tongues 
our situation as men in patriarchy. We suggest 
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to analyse the conditions where children are 
made to men and men are made to sexists, 
proceeding from our own experiences: We are 
going to tell ourselves our own stories. 

How was it in former times, with the leaders 
on the football-ground, the fighters in the 
schoolyard, the sports-teachers? How v/as it, 
with the same-aged, we hade erotic experi¬ 
ences with? How was it with the mothers, 
fathers and brothers? Which role did women 
play in our training to be a man? What is our 
situation today, in the factories/offices, at 
work, at the universities, on journey and at 
home, in bed and in the subway? Where were 
the fractures, what did we want, what did they 
want - in which way did this condition us? 
Where were the uncompatible contradictions 
between the expected and the reality? Or did 
and does the offer of the role in patriarchy 
enter in our own needs and indolences? And 
what possibilities did and do we have, to sit 
down together with other men? 

We would find it useful to collect answers to 
this and other questions out of many groups 
and to discuss them. Maybe then it will be 
possible to see correspondences, similarities 
and overlappings, but also differences - for 
example in line with 'the class'. We are not 
satisfied by the research made by people from 
the alternative and university scene. They tend 
to reduce the social power—relation down to 
relations between human-beings. To see only 
the surface of structural violence, as infants' 
problems and family psycholgy. We would al¬ 
so like to raise more extensive questions: Is 
the social character of man a construction 
which arches over thousands of years of his¬ 
tory with little change, passed on faithfully by 
uncountable generations of fathers to their 
sons? Does it raise directly and imperatively 
out of male accomplicement and the daily 
needs of oppression and exploitation of wom¬ 
en? How does this social character change in 
the Post-Fordism of the nineties? How did it 
loof like in former times, for example before 
industrialisation? 

In the long term we hope that out of this dis¬ 
cussion, structures and persones, we recognize 
as having a central position in the training to 
be a sexist, will become perceptible. Who car- 



ries out the drill, who mediates it, who is the 
profiteur in the end, who provides the ideology 
and who pays the price? We are longing for a 
discussion, how agencies and persons - for 
example school, the army are to be disturbed 
and attacked. Maybe by small placard-actions 
in schools, discussions with pupils, disrupting 
in the amy and the mass media. What about 
not only protesting against sexist presentations 
of women, but likewise, when we are demon¬ 
strated how a real man has to be? (The mock¬ 
ing laughter, recently in the cinema, directed at 
the advertisement of Camel cigarettes, was 
certainly going in the right direction.) 

Is it possible to take action against the more 
hidden structures, against the daily education, 
against the guidance to be the tough and cool 
guy with the hard elbows and against the usual 
incidences on the subway? Does our idea 
reach the modernized form of the yuppie- 
sexist with the multicultural filial-love (if they 
don't disturb the career!) and with the always 
'open ear' for the troubles of the stressed 
female mangement colleague? 

This are only a few preliminary ideas of ac¬ 
tions. At the present we are less missing some 
verving attacks on sex-shops and army-bar- 
racks, than a sincere and exact analysis on 
how the patriarchic man is actually produced. 
And where this dress fits exactly - and where 
it doesn't fit after all. Furthermore we consider 
the question important, in what direction our 
self-transformation should go. Which structu¬ 
res should exist among us, so that these trans¬ 
formations are successful? 

Practically, we fancy doing this by sending 
this paper around to men's groups for discus¬ 
sion. If other men can recognize their own 
ideas in it, on long terms a certain interchange 
will be ingenious, that is reaching beyond 
magazines like Radikal, Chlash or Interim. 
Maybe it can be done in the form of a bro¬ 
chure or in the form of an irregular magazine, 
in which very immature or provocative papers 
can be published and discussed, too. maybe a 
discussion in this direction helps to change the 
oppressing paralysis which has shown up in 
many men's groups. We hope quite imperti¬ 
nently that in time an idea will arise out of 
this discussion which evolves men's politics 


against patriarchy that starts with our own dis¬ 
content - and that in time my lead to viable 
men's political ideas standing on their own 
right. 


Deformation In The Dark Subway- 
Station 

Or: 

Perpetrator With And Withour Perpetration 


When we are saying that we want to begin at 
ourselves, that we want to relate to ourselves, 
this doesn't mean, that we only want to react, 
to deal and work with what is "done" to us. 
Instead it means, very clearly, that we relate to 
the position that men have got in this society, 
that we proceed from the way we, and every 
man, is acting towards and handling other men 
and women: Violently, exercising and exten¬ 
ding our power, reducing (i.e. reducing women 
to objects of our power and sexuality; note of 
the translator), ruling. 

As it is wrong, not to look at our own defor¬ 
mation and to recognize it as a starting point, 
it is also wrong (reactionary) to repress and 
put aside our role as oppressors and profiteurs, 
because it constitues a big part of our lives 
and is to be found in everything we are think¬ 
ing and doing. We are men, living in the so- 
called "First World" (the "Metropolis), mostly 
of white colur, mostly heterosexual, giving us 
a position in society we neither can deny nor 
quit. This position alone provides that we have 
more space and rooms than women, are better 
off on the "job-market" than women, are not 
forced to fulfil as much work on reproduction 
as women and get (and can extort) more work 
on our reproduction, we are not attacked as 
often as gays, we are not threatened by depor¬ 
tation in contrast to non-european people. 
Above all, it implies that in each meeting/ 
encounter of men and women, of one man and 
one woman, the patriarchic power-relation is 
involved - the meeting in a dark street - in 
. intensive "talking-about oneself"-conversation 
- the riding on the subway - the snuggeling 
night in bed. 
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This is priarily independant from our different 
ways of behaviour, because there is no man 
who exists outside of this framework. Neither 
the fact that we cannot go beyond this frame¬ 
work as long as society isn't radically changed, 
nor the fact that we see ourselves also as 
trained and deformed, means that it doesn't 
makes a difference how we act, because ev¬ 
erybody is absolutely responsible for his own 
conduct. Instead it verifies that on the one 
hand we have to try to radically change this 
society and on the other that we have to make 
it clear to ourselves, where and how we are 
oppressing, reducing and profiting. If we want 
to fight our own deformation we also have to 
fight our damaged, deformed relations to other 
men and women and these are mostly "defor- 
mated" by ourselves. 

Why and in which way do we live racism? 
Why do we dream of freedom/independance of 
women and other men? Why, to what and how 
do we reduce women to objects of our sexual¬ 
ity/to qualities attached to women? Why is our 
cock the most important thing in our sexual¬ 
ity? Why are we so anxious about sexuality 
with the same sex? What is happening in our¬ 
selves? What are we repressing? How are we 
going to get out of this? 


Our Psyche Is Playing In Our 
Economy 

Or: 

Patriarchy Ant The Other Relation Of 
Dominion 

In this paper we are mostly speaking about our 
dealings with sexism and patriarchy, respec¬ 
tively our conceptions of it. The reason for 
this is the fact that this relation of dominion 
and power appears as the most important to us, 
because it is concerning us directly every day. 
The word "appears" is meant literally: It ap¬ 
pears to us as the most important - due to the 
direct affliction. Objectively we are living in 
many relations of power and dominion, of 
which some don't seem to concern us subjec¬ 
tively, because of our reality of living. Our 
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reality of living is our living as white 
hetrosexuals with a specific economic back¬ 
ground, specific social position in the so- 
called "First World" cuid our living in a 
conesponding "political left scene". The 
relations of dominion and power that seem less 
concerning to us, are expecially Imperialism, 
Racism, Antisemitism, our relationship to 
health/disease (the realation that expresses in 
the end in "Eugenik" - the selection of the 
"sick and disabled"), with reservation, the 
relation of the "classes". 

Likewise we are profiteurs of the underlying 
relations of expolitation, are part of them, and 
their reflections on our psyche are playing and 
important role in our psychic economy: i.e. for 
our identity. 

For a liberation it is indispensable that we 
discuss this relations of dominion and power 
like the ones of patriarchy "appears" to us as 
"the most important" relation, we have discus¬ 
sed it contineously and are still doing so. But 
our understanding of the above mentioned re¬ 
lations have changed. We perceive them now 
as relations that are fuctioning on their own, 
but with reciprocal effects. We realize, for 
example, that our understanding of racism has 
changed during the last months. In former 
times, racism was a strategy of the ruling class 
to devide the working class, a specific expres¬ 
sion of patriarchy or a personal misbehaviour. 
Now we understand racism as an additional 
relation of dominion and exploitation, standing 
on its own, against people of other colours of 
skin or another origin. The expulsion of "sick" 
and "disabled" people has been recognized by 
us as a relation of dominion only recently. 

Caprices Of Insufficiency 

Or: 

Concerning Contradictions Moving 


Being anti-sexist men that are moving, we are 
involved in antagonisms: already the paradox: 
Rulers don't want to rule anymore, is speaking 
a clear language. These antagonisms can be 



productive, within the meaning of an engine 
that pushes us on, but we can also be wrecked 
on them, because they aren't solvable at the 
moment. To deal with them, to move in them, 
must therefore always have the intention to 
find a way that leads in the direction of 
'liberaticn', meaning (said in other flat = 
meaningless terms): Destruction of the con¬ 
struction "man/male", abolition of self-op¬ 
pression and oppression of others, of subjec¬ 
tion and oppression, re-development and re¬ 
learning of "former" abilities, abolition of the 
divsion between "privat" and "political", 
between "feeling" and "intellect", between 
individual and society. 

It is impossible to formulate an utopian idea, 
because everything we are now developing, 
has the structures of Patriarchy, Capitalism and 
Racism stamped it. A disengagement of these 
structures is impossible by a dicision of will, 
not to mention individually. It is possible to 
formulate steps that lead in the described -di¬ 
rection. These however, can only be of limited 
validity, they have to be re-questioned and 
inquired on their patriarchic content to not 
subcumb to the illusion of being a big step 
nearer to anarchy with this or that change of 
behaviour. 



The individual change of behaviour has to be 
planned in the long term, as some "abuses", 
un-loved patterns of behaviour, can be easily 
changed or abolished, but it is far more dif¬ 
ficult to tackle the underlying structures. 
Material antagonisms consequently exists in 
the permanent conflict between the good in¬ 
tention ("but I do want to change myself"), 
respectively the knowledge of real changes and 
the fact, respectively the knowledge that 
patriarchic patterns of behaviour will (be) 
reproduce(d) in one or another form. 


If we change ourselves, we are getting into 
antagonisms with ourselves: To perceive needs 
and to want to satisfy them, and to know at 
the same time, that both they themselves and 
the form we want to live/satisfy them, are 
stamped by patriarchic structures. A pertinant 
example for the unsolvableness of the antago¬ 
nisms: It is wrong to repress the needs, but it 
is also wrong to live/satisfy our needs, because 
their patriarchic content is clear. At the same 
time we have to live/satisfy our needs, in order 
to live. What is to be done with them? To find 
an answer to this is the intention of the writ¬ 
ers, if they intend to plot a discussion of men. 

It is wrong to reduce patriarchy to individual 
structures of dominion between men and 
women, just as Racism and Capitalism aren't 
individual caprices or inadequancies of the 
involved. Patriarchic structures are underlying 
this system (West-German scene-term for the 
complexity and the whole of this society). If 
we aren't tc only cosmetically change the pat¬ 
terns of our behaviour, to (apparently) get 
along better with ourselves and other men and 
women, we have to examine the structures that 
are founding this system historically and "ma¬ 
terially", their effects on us and our life and 
our participation in them - as white hetero¬ 
sexuals with a specific economic background 
in the "Metropolis". That means finding an¬ 
swers to the questions: Where, how and why 
are we exploited and oppressed? How is ev¬ 
erything connected? And on top: How will we 
bring this system actually and internationally 
to collapse? 
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